






EKSIG 2017: Alive. Active. Adaptive

The Design Assignment
We asked the designer to explore the experiential qualities of recycled 
plastics and design a Product Service System (PSS) which brings 
forward the unique qualities of the material and motivates people to 
recycle and collect plastics.

Step 1: Understanding the material
The designer decided to triangulate on Polyethylene as her working 
material since Polyethylene does not emit dangerous fumes while 
heating. She conducts several tinkering studies with the material to 
understand its properties, its behaviour under different production 
methods and the opportunities it presents.

Tinkering with Recycled Plastics

Painting
She painted on a canvas with molten plastic using a soldering iron. 
Beautiful “brush-strokes” could be created and the layered texture 
created depth in the paintings. But she reported a time constraint in 
making the strokes since the molten plastics congealed fast.

Plastic Wool
She created Plastic wool in the shredder but the process gave out 
plastic dust which is dangerous when inhaled. 
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