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What are the implications of informal 
urbanisation for the inclusion of 

inhabitants in formal structures of 
citizenship? 



Citizens—not people in a specific 
governance entity—but social agents with 

access to negative and positive rights.
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World Population
7,8 billion (2021)



People living in cities (2017)

Rural
45% Urban

55%

"STATE OF THE WORLD'S CITIES REPORT 2012/2013: PROSPERITY OF CITIES". UNHABITAT. RETRIEVED 4 OCTOBER 2013.

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/745habitat.pdf


People living in developing nations

Developing
84%

Developed
16%

"STATE OF THE WORLD'S CITIES REPORT 2012/2013: PROSPERITY OF CITIES". UNHABITAT. RETRIEVED 4 OCTOBER 2013.

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/745habitat.pdf


+-900 million people in slums (UN Habitat)

Slums
33%

Urban
67%

"STATE OF THE WORLD'S CITIES REPORT 2012/2013: PROSPERITY OF CITIES". UNHABITAT. RETRIEVED 4 OCTOBER 2013.

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/745habitat.pdf
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Mutually reinforcing relationship between urbanisation and development

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg11



The name of the rose



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3BRTlHFpBU


Informality manifests itself in 
multiple forms that are context 

dependent



Vernacular X Informal

Traditional Village in Ethiopia https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/ethiopia/quick-facts-how-were-fighting-hunger-ethiopia

https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/ethiopia/quick-facts-how-were-fighting-hunger-ethiopia


Berber village in Ourika valley, High Atlas, 
Morocco

By Fathzer / Jean-Marc Astesana from Bretonneux, France - originally posted to Flickr as Ourika berbere village, CC BY-SA 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4482977

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ourika,_Morocco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Atlas
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4482977


Saint-Cirq-Lapopie in Lot, France 

By Adam Baker from Houston / Moscow / Toulouse (travel a lot) - Simply Lapopie, CC BY 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3304224

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3304224


Informality is necessarily embedded 
in processes of ‘MODERNISATION’





Deficient 
Incomplete 
Dependent  
Imposed 
Exclusive 

Neo-Colonial 
Modernisation



Who is included and who is 
excluded from modernisation 

processes?
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The State  
and its technologies for State 

building



The role of international capital 

Asking for ‘modernisation’



The role of planning 

The brokers of modernisation



POVERTY



POVERTY  
is not the whole story



LEGALITY



INFORMAL SETTLERS AS CRIMINALS



INFORMAL SETTLERS AS CLIENTS



INFORMAL SETTLERS AS 
HOSTAGES



INFORMAL SETTLERS AS 
INSURGENT CITIZENS



Challenge to 
INCLUSION IN STRUCTURES  

CITIZENSHIP 
(which includes structures of legality)



They do so initially by claiming 
their space in the city 

The winding road to citizenship



TABULA RASA

People collect their belongings after a demolition drive carried out by the railways in Shakur Basti of Delhi on Sunday. Credit: PTI



NEGATIVE RIGHTS X POSITIVE 
RIGHTS  



https://blogs.iadb.org/ciudades-sostenibles/en/favela-bairro-upgrading-program-assessing-results-10-years-later/





Click here for Paraisopolis

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Parais%C3%B3polis,+S%C3%A3o+Paulo+-+State+of+S%C3%A3o+Paulo,+Brazil/@-23.631924,-46.7279073,1480a,35y,38.89t/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x94ce56cb18a74cbf:0x695ae4254133c58d!8m2!3d-23.6156289!4d-46.7260923


WEAK INSTITUTIONS



(SUPPRESSED)  
CIVIL SOCIETY



CONCLUSION: 

POLICY MAKERS SHOULD /COULD FOCUS 
MORE on people’s   
ACCESS TO RIGHTS 

(the right to have rights) rather than 
property.



RIGHT TO HOUSING



RIGHT TO CREDIT?



CITIZEN=CONSUMER?



SPATIAL JUSTICE



Spatial Justice concerns the just 
DISTRIBUTION of burdens and 

benefits of (urban) development 
in space and HOW these benefits 

are distributed



https://spatialjustice.blog



RESISTANCE



PERSISTANCE



DIGNITY



Thanks for listening. 
Questions? 
Answers? 

Please write to r.c.rocco@tudelft.nl

mailto:r.c.rocco@tudelft.nl

