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Docomomo Journal is the open-access, international, peer-
reviewed journal of Docomomo International that, since 1990,
has provided a twice-yearly summary of recent and original
research on the documentation and conservation of Modern
Movement buildings, sites and neighbourhoods.
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Announcements

Call for Papers: Special
Issue - Modern Movement
in Ukraine

# 2022-04-30

A Special Issue of the Open
Access DOCOMOMO Journal
will be dedicated to buildings
and sites of the Modern
Movement in Ukraine in order
to better present its history
and development, as well as
its current state to the world
community.
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JOURNAL STATISTICS

O Abstracts | ® Files Da ® Monthly

= 486 Articles in database
= Average 3000-4000 pdf downloads per month

January 2023
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manimezn glara bur clso conibuta fo cocling e Indoor
spocas, aesuring o comoriabll ond pleasast amvironmani.
Cancreta, Hmbar ond glass, feotrs as tha pradcminant
‘consinclion maicelols of the Graat Hall

SAGE AND (ONSERVITION

Staca ts complaton In 1967 (larey & Mor, 2021), tha
Graat Hall wos s any audicriem in g usivarsty cad
‘coterod 1o awidk ronga of avasts cnd gafangs,

‘axcmiscicns.In 1999, tha caling and mof dab coligpsed
durtng 2o of i sassces whara tha Hall was baing usod
a5 0 axcmisction vanus [KNUST Daiopment Offcs, per-
sona commenlcriton, Seplanior 17, 2072). Tearm wos

18 b skl ksl o s i
-, e i sl i £
o i, BET Dot s, 95

Ecuconanal Fug Fusd KGETRurdy o ropanad oa 27
Sapiambar, 2002, The ovaraxarfon o= tha Hall belom
diosurs was opparst and iha nanw univarsly odminisratcn
o foo i wos aogar o Hed o solufios o ot cholknga
‘or % racpsning. A policy was st In malon ko hove ol
tha stx clagast of tha usivaraly have thar ows mdepur-
e auckioriems. Tha mssitng succmss of s policy maost
that tha Great Hal was =0 longer cvamssried cad was
resarvad for oriy special funchaes whdl ordinary ovass
coud ba hid In the oher moiipurpesa holls. Ganard
public opinion cossidarad th cs o fract o fia Great Hal
‘e argood that i of ha Fofic ol kep fa boll ‘s
var” hod boan ioken away from 1. Cosmersaly, conkoling

Iy
of i HallFor mofcr rascvericn works whick ook two cad
@ haif yuars. Tha recvatios was fusded by tha Ghosa

raquancy cf uaga
sarvation o5 a coltrdl hersope [Clamasts, 2018). This 12
‘o ogecld mahod of aping the rkevasce ond longarty

B r—— H

of belidings [Zavoedshas ot o 1999). The O Parfiament
House of Ausral in Conboma cnd Bongthos Hol af e
Univarsiy of Adulrds cva o fow skampios of mmerous
buldings ot hove utlized conkolld usaga o enbascs
air vakas a5 sacred and coburd harttoges.

MURAL PAINTINGS

Tha murcl paintegs on the walks of o Graat Hall of
bawoan 2005 ard 2004 jhenum,
2012). Ad! & Oppong (2017) ksarve that soma coce:
fors balove fha addifion of poisiings b foa Graot Hal do
ot Hha modsrrist philcacphy of archechurs and rosbar
‘adubarc tha osign's originalry. Thary cits a thaory of
‘omemant ond cima’ whore Loos [1998], In his thasts
poshicius that ormamasiciion hos na ploce s modarnist
archiectura. On fia conrary, e colosw-ich o pracse:
pautined murd paietngs hove ronen ko be a uniqus
meces of comsmrving the hartogs skafus of tha Great Hal.
This cllcos o Comwey & Roonisch s casartcn hat crchl
fochral siykes coukd b pursomolizad Rrough o usm of
difiarant matericis o conkats 1o caphra Ba esseece of
tma ko o portcuer saffeg o loclily (Adel & Oppeng.
2017; Cosway & Roarisch, 2005
Tha Greot Halls murcl painings depict @ ranga cf
foomas, sech as Ghanalan b, dson, oed on of
oo nertoas fokms, the block sior, G0 15, for xampi,
shows, roditosal unlmm reigicn, kemale Indusry ced
Tssa reprassntations have bean chzered
o ks 3933 o pride o Swsarshg, fasering @

connectcn ko tha Great Holl as o symbal of
cultwal Barcge. In anciom fmas, bulkhegs that Bessod
roscions racovad spocicl cor cs oy served o= o maans
of mamoriakzing kmporian events and ok [Anzem,
2012; Raming, 1970}, Semilary, fhe merals adcrming
tha Groat Hall play o comporatia ol and conssquanty
\numgnmsnlmpmsm\l;uvdmm o tha
en oad mosstananca of tha buldieg.

:mimm tha murcl painiings conkibuia fo tha
physcal consarvatcn of e Graat Hal by shiskdling S
undarlyiag serfocs from scuffs, scraichas, and piysiccd
Impacts cs wall as reducing e ssed for Fequast upkasp
(ad rapaieang. 1 ias o averoge of v years for @ -
texd potet fob o skt showing signs of Fade bui ha murdls
cn tha wal o the Graat Holl weracat ekcuched savasiisn
years oga and 518 ok bright aed vwant Annun, 2012).

ARTISTALLATION

In 2018, o rascwnsd Ghanaian crttst kngwa as lbrabsm
Mohar was beviod b tha sniverssy to odors tha Groat
Hal Witk  usiges ort Inskalficn. Using loyars of joie
sacks, o orist bansformad tha bulkding's oppocrance
(oad prompted contamplalicn on Sames of oba, idkstiy,
(ad momncity et 4,

The Great Hall, which sarvad as e Infrosruchrel
base for s astollabon, was hossformed 1% an akbibi-
om spoca ot soped chursatvs scrTatves and Ingpvod
rafictions o sociopolicol and culural Idecioghes.
Duriag an Inkeview by Louisiana Choenal [2021), ha
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SHA DIGITAL FELLOWS

= Abdul-Rashid Alhassan, Ghana

= Emmanuella Ama Codjoe, Ghana

= Jonathan Kplorla Agbeh, Tema, Ghana

= QOlubola Oluwole Oguntade, Lagos, Nigeria
= |mmaculata Nneoma Abba, Abuja, Nigeria

= QOtitooluwa Tubi, Lagos, Nigeria

= Justicia Caesaria Kiconco, Entebbe, Uganda
= Timothy Latim, Kampala, Uganda

= Christine Matua, Kampala, Uganda
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PROJECT GOALS

= Toincrease knowledge and capacity building
related to cultural heritage in general in the
younger African generation

= To establish partnerships and sponsorships
the documentation, care and preservation @
the built cultural heritage in general - and t
of modernism in particular

= To promote participation and digitalisation b
integrating different design disciplines and
aspects into the international online platform
hosted by Architectuul
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PROJECT FOCUS

= To rediscover post-war modern buildings from
the 1950-1970s during the period of
independence from colonial rule, here from the
United Kingdom (Ghana 1957, Nigeria 1960 and
Uganda 1962)

= This period has a great educational and socio-
political significance

= To increase inscriptions as local, national and
World Heritage

= Universities founded by the majority during these
periods of independence and for which new
campuses were usually built
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BACK TO THE JOURNAL

= Call for papers
= Contributions by the fellows

= Documentation
= (Conservation

= Workshops and Exhibitions
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Examining the Recorded Histories of Nigeria's First Post-Independence
Universities

Adedclciomina Toye

African Agency and Colonial Commiiees at Fourah Bay College

Architecture and planning of the new Fourah Bay College in Frestown, Sierma Leone

Fwen Harison, lain Jocksen

ATropical Modern Architect

Prok. John Owusu Addo

Prince: Charles Kwabi

The Higher School of Agriculture of Mograne (1947-1952) in Tunisia

A referential erchitectural work by Jean Pierre Venire

Salma Gharbi, Hedi Derbel

Reviving the Modern Architecture of Arieh Sharon’s Obafemi Awclowo
University, llé-Ife, Nigeria

Bobahnds Jaiyscha, Bayo Amole

Reflections on the Impact of Tropical Medernism on African Primary Schools
A comparison of wa schaols in Sub-Saharan Alrica

Emmanuela Ama Codjoe, Jusiicia Caesaria Tegyeka Kiconco

Rukurato Hall, Banyoro, Uganda and the Great Hall, KNUST, Ghana

Two casa studies from Alrica

Timothy Lofim, Jonathan Kplorks Agbeh

International Conference Centre and Nile Hotel
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A visual re-reading
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DOCUMENTING

The Higher School of Agriculture
of Mograne (1947-1952) in
Tunisia

A referential architectural work by Jean
Pierre Ventre

Salma Gharbi, Hédi Derbel
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4 Tt e f cocmcun, b 1947 1952, © MDD, 546 590

loadbearing walk of exposad maonry joined together.
Horizonlal lines mark the fagadss, sncircling tham with
choins and lintels. Vertical lines of light and shadaw ars

with reinforced concrele framing, oppesing the
herizonialiy of the fasade and highlghiing a fhick fringe
materialized in the gallery.

The thin and slender pillars support prefabricated
concrete sun shiskds, bringing @ ceriain assthetic and
harmany to the whale o the blocks (FsmEts]. Even though
the gecmsiry and fha siruchrad compesition of the facads
reprasant fts anly cenamenlation, the confrasiing play of

05t Y s gt w8 oo s k. © A, 2001

texturos between masonry ropaintod walls and cut siona
concrete gives  coherent assthefic o the whole, marking
dockinss of La Corbusier preaching a moderiy of abuka
rasa. We can thus discern, in this work of Jean Pierre
Vantrs, tha aferanca to the pracurscrs of madsrnity cf the
sarly twentish cantury, even if the references fo Tunisian
traditins are st visible in savaral other projacts by the
architect, namaly tho fish market in Bizerta in northern
Tunisio [RRREK]

05 ik f o e, s o v
G 5

THE EXTENSION OF THE 19805
The project was extended in the 1980s [TGUEE] 1o ensure.
that it was up o the sfandards of hal ime and to mest is
new capacity. This new extension, designed by Tuisian
architect Hédi Derbel, adds accommodation blocks, a uri-
‘versity restaurant, and laborataries fo Jean Pisrra Venire's
project. The exiension was realized, ily respecing the
original work and being bult with the sam motarials.
However, it was built of the expensa of the sport Fekds
Architect Hédi Derbl stotes in his praseriation report

CoiPS SUR UNE TRAVEE

architacturs is sobar, purs, and mojesic, offirmed by the
use of geomerically cut sione.” The architect, faced with
hisfirst project for @ civil buikling, was confroned with @
rather delicate situation: firsty, fo develop his extension
project in o concaphual appracch infegrafing it inko the
initial work of Jean Pierre Venre and secondly, fo come
up agains! an adminishation that was foo siict in ferms

of budgeting
The prefiminary dssign proposal was rejecied of the
time of s and evaluaion before the com-

oFthe pr project It s an  sunlight
that is developed by the inferpenelrafion of apen, closed,
and cpencovered spaces opened by the daustras. The

ot o o 1560 1905 e 2028

mission for exceeding the budgat due fo using sione as
construction matericl. This did ot slow down the designer,

do.comemme oL
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CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN (CMP)

Reviving the Modern
Architecture of Arieh Sharon’s
Obafemi Awolowo

University, llé-Ifé, Nigeria

Babatunde Jaiyeoba, Bayo Amole

do. €o,mo,mo_
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The CMP established the significance of the campus.
ahter presenting the historical, socioculural, aesthetic,
and scientic aspacts of the compus cors including the
buldings, londscaps, and immaterial aspects; hskorical
accounts and design principles. The historical events kead-
ing 1o tha founding of the universiy, the imporiance of
1154 in the lfe istory cfthe Yorubas, and the meaning of
the campus to past and present users, immedicte and far
way communities confirm the historcal and seciocu burcl
values. The design principles in lerms of he arfiaic, suc-
toral, and funcional elements relafons in the buikdings,
group of buildings, and landscape cffim the assthetic
value of the compus. The confinuing produciviy of fhe
university i academics and research of naficnal and infr-
nafional mporiance reiterates the scientiic valus of the
university in local and global ofairs. The CMP, in he info-
duction of the solement of heritage significance, infers

By virtue of it cuthenticty and inegriy, the
‘campus core as @ whole has great herilage
significance. It s an unsqualed example of

moderist compus archiacture, The Obfemi

§
e ° eocec0e
J == ® 0800600
H
H
a
o
4

Awolawo Universily [QAU] is the mast impariant
large-scale infernafinal project by Bavhaus
graduate Arish Sharom and is port of the
internaional Bauhous heritage. OF parficular merit
is the aesthatic value of the urban design and the
orchiicture.

A concluding section of the CMP s he recommendaion
of maaures for ccnsarvation managament and consarva
tion policies fo presarve the heritags value of he campus's
modern architeciure. The conservation policies ore based
an the classiication of the lavels of heritoge signfizancs
of different slements, components, and principles in the
campus buikdings and landscape. The elements, com
panant, and principles of sxcaptional o high heritaga
signifcanca ore racommended for preservaion. Elements
or componens that are no longer in the criginal siole
and have mederate or low heritage significance are fo
b raplaced cor partially raparad wih haritage comparble
alterafives sufuble for present funclionalty FIE 0.

Details of key areas for conservafion measures as in
the CMP are:

L X ]
L X
ee
L ¥ ]
L L
o0

" [——

PR YR ", a—

URBAN DESIGN, ARCHITECTURE AND LANDSCAPE
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: EXCEFTIONAL
Historic prservafion objecive:

+ Preservaion of the criginal design
+ No building addiions
+ No buiding densifcation (except for he
criginally designafed davelopment site in the
northeas] 15 Ot vdows vy vty il i, 2017 v e s et
‘condtorg it we SecRhely o i e vidow Fames. € Ereme Actacte, 2022

+ Reversal of substanfial stuctural modificafions

PASSIVE CLIMATE CONCEPT
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: EXCEPTIONAL

Historic praservation chjsctive:

+ Praseevaion of he criginal passive chimale
control concapts

+ Heritage-conscious adaptation fo current use
raquiraments on the basis of a modemization
concept that follows. consarvation principles

+ Dismoning nd, Fappropricte, heiageon-
scious replacemnt of decenrolized air
conditioning unik [FRUEIS]

FACADES AND ROOFS
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: EXCEFTIONAL
Historic praservation objoctive:

+ Presovolon fhe il dein riries
and massing of bulding:
Preservafion, repair, or krticn of original
malerials and coafings

1 Preservation or restration of he criginal
color scheme.

1 Heritageconscious conerefe and roof refurbish-
ment (R 15 FRURET]

+ Reversal of substantial suchral medifications

UTILIZATION CONCEPT
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH
Historie presarvation sbjacive:
17 it ety o . o, 1 Do i
+ Praseevation of the criginol circulafion zones s o o oo
+ Preservaion of the criginal spatial
erganization

INTERIORS (INTACT)
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: HIGH
Historic preservation objsciive:
 Praseevation, repair, of resoration of ariginl
maleriaks and coafings that are infact [FGUE 1]
+ Preservation or restration of the criginal
coler scheme.

18 e o anacy L, xS
s s, e st g, 020

© A, 177
s
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RE-VALUATION

Reflections on the Impact of
Tropical Modernism on African

Primary Schools
A comparison of two schools in Sub-
Saharan Africa

Emmanuella Ama Codjoe, Justicia
Caesaria Tegyeka Kiconco
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school has ransformed fram baing enclossd by perimeter
walk to embracing the surrounding neighborhoad, with
a nofable boulevard dafining is sastern boundary and
the integration of graen spacss, creating @ welcoming
alnosphare.

REPUBLIC ROAD SCHOOL, TEMA

In pre colonial Ghana [known as the Gokd Coast), knowl.
edge was primarily fransmifed fhecugh apprerticeship in
rodes ke smithing, drumming, and herbalism. Chikdren
learned by obzerving the skill of aduls and through the
usa of proverbs, songs, and sloriss, which faught them
propar roles and bshavior. Missionaries infroduced a
Western educational system fo the Gold Coast as sarly
as 1765, with a prime focus on primary education and a
portiol gool fo replacs Europsans with aducated Africans
in adminisiralive posifions (Berry, 1994).

After 1945, Briih architects lixe Maxwell Fry, Jone
Drew, Jamas Cubit, and Kenneth Scoft esiabliched archi-
techural pracfices in Ghana. Inspired by the infernational
Modern Movement, these Brfshrained archilect infrc-
duced innovative approaches to architchural design
suited for the hot and humid conditions of the kog
their dasigns ook the local climate info account [Fry &
Drew, 1964). Soon after, in 1957, Ghana became the
first courtry in Sub-Saharan Africa fo achieve indepen-
denca and ramained o testing ground for experiments in
climateresponsive archiecture as Hhe archileciral guide-
lines sstablished by the sarly colonial modern architects
continued 1o be ralevant [Ls Roux, 2003].

Upon coming info power, one of Kwame Nkrumah,
Ghana's firs presidnf’s pricriies, besides induskrializa-
fion, was fo improve the education system. He balisved
that by providing qualiy sducation, chikdren could be
nurred info @ skilled workforca copable of managing
the ecanomic and social affairs of the couniry. Nkrumah
intended this agenda to generae resuls as soan as passi
ble, which is why ha salected Toma oz @ pilat project for
educafional reform in Ghano The cenial governmen of
Ghana, through the Minisky of Educafion, ook respansibit
ity for this agenda by allocating a significant portion of the
national budgst o fund aducational projects and the con-
sinuciion of schools ol across the couniry. Between 1951
and 1966, the tofal number cf chldren aftending primary
schooks grew substantially from 154,000 fo 1,480,000
[Provoost, 2020]. The bond between the former Brifish cok
onizing pawer and newly indspendent Ghana remeined,
as refected in the nationalies of professionals employed
in the couriry. The initial moster plan of Tema: wos pro-
posed by Englsh planner Alirad Aleock, who designed
what looked like @ fypical English Mew Town. Howaver,
Nkrumah scught the expertise of Canstanfinos Doriadis
fo deal with fhe lrge scole and the fast pace of develop-
ment. Undoubledly, this dacision cimed o distance the
project from English designers who wers closely inked to
the colonial power (Provocst, 2021).

Tema, o planned city on the cubkins of Accro, was fo
serve a3 o cosmopalin cil that welcomed immigranis
from diferent places fo work in indusiry. The city wes laid
out to resemble modarn New Town planning (Provoost,

2016); encompassing varicus slements fhal ensured o
helisic experience forthe pecple living within he city and
it amirons. Tha orthogonal grid layout of the city, bosad
on mathemaics and hisrarchy, was crisnled fo ke odvan-
fage of the prevailing direction of the soufhves! winds.
The Tema master plan consisted offive community classes:
Community dlass I, I, I, V& V. Within every communiy
class Il was  primary school, sirolegically ploced so that
chikdren could ge fo school wilhout crossing any highr
ways; thus, the longest diskance from homa to school wos
500 meters. It was mandatory for every chid to atend
school, and free of charge, hese primary schools reflecied
the idsas of postindepandence (Provocst, 2020)

The Republic Road Schoal is sitaed in the industrial
city of Tema [Community 4), established in 1965 by the
Ghanaian govemmert. This primary school was designed
by Consfantines Dxiadis. The school represents the
aspirations for progress and development that emargad
in Ghona following it indepandance. The site layout
of Republic Road School is organized info four main
classroom blocks, ol of which have the sams assthetcs,
and o playing fiekd for sporting activites on the north
ern boundary of the site [T11 151, The school fallows @
logical patiern of repafiton through the use of prefab-
ticated barrel rooks, bresze block walls, and suctural
columns, creaing a thylhmic fogods TENELS. According

®

w
© e 120

5

1o Daxiad, such repatiion was necessary fo the raional
formation of schools and an essential part of cesthetics
(Choudhory, 2006).

The main ocesss fo fhe

o i from the northern side,
odiacent o a ‘culde-sac’, which serves o3 a drapoff orea,
enabling sasy access fo the schecl. This enirance leads
10 a walkway, seomlasdy blending with e natural dopa
of the ste and extending lowards the southern end. The
sraight linear path connecis with infersecting classroom
blocks and courtyards, purpossfully designad fo evoke @
srong sansa of adar through the usa of axes and symme-
iry. Landscaping played a crucial role in enhancing fhe
aeshetics of bath Tema and the schodl, with vegeiation
ducsh

regically planted in h
and enhancs the ovarcll beauy of the space.

The floor layout of sach classroom block has a finear
canfiguration with couryards siuated in befween the indi-
vidval blocks, snabling frae aifflow through the sie. The
classroom blacks have an eastwest orisniafion excapt for
one classroom block, which bhas a norihsouh orieniafion
O tha sautham sids of ach block, thars i o veranda
designed for crculation, in additon o roof overhangs that
serve.as solar shoding [FARE 7. The verandas also have
ramps designed o facilitate mevement aver the natural fer.
rain cf the ste. The exerior walls o the classroom blocks
ore moda of bresze blocks, which double a3 cpenings fo

8o v gz et o
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WORKSHOPS AND EXHIBITIONS

WHAT IS SHARED ABOUT AFRICAN MODERNISM?
WHAT IS AFRICAN ABOUT MODERN HERITAGE?

Immaculata Abba, Tubi Ofitooluwa, Jonathan Kplerla Agbeh,
Christine Matua, Timethy Latim, Justicia Caesaria Tegyeka Kiconco,
Bola Oguntade, Emmanuella Ama Codjoe

1ESTRAC: The Shared Herilage Afica (SHA] project focused on the rediscavary of maden university
campusas and seminal buildings in Wast and East Africa from tha 1950 to the 1970s. The.
project involved nina research fallows fiom Ghana, Nigeris, and Uganda, who conducied
heritage research, bcal wriing and pholography workshops, exhibifions, and published content 1o
document Afiica's built culiural herlage, eight of them are presenied here. This inifigive gimed I
promoie sustainable urban and social development, drawing on Afiicon and inlemational efforts
and fargefing students and young professionals fo foster social, cullural and polifical aworeness.

With varying poliical, sconomic, and social scanes in
subsSabaron Africa during the mid-20th cariury, moder-
ist buidings served as @ reprsentation of postcolonial
progress and development for newlyindspendant coun-
trisa. Tha emargence of modamist architechurs in Africa
during the 19505 led o o host of architechural legacies
acres the continert. Universities, a: smphasizad by
Livsey [2017, 2), played a pivolal role during the pro-
s of dacolonization. Ths significance was mirrored in
the campus architackurs of this period, reflcting fhe high

and nurlure the next generafion of leaders.
During @ fime of ample financial support from colorial
governments, infsrnafional agencies, and later the new
natiencl gevernments, tase modsm university campusss
d using modern matericls bk 4

glass, alang with innavative consuction fechniques such
as prefabrication (Uduku, 2003). Literature on 20th-cen-
tury architecture in Sub-Saharan Africa is rather limited.

However, the ssledtion of univarsity compuses ollowsd

for convenient access for photographic documentation
and archival research. Thus, photagraphy emerged as a
great fool for inferprefing the architecture of hese campus
buildings.

The university campuses served as experimental
grounds for expatriate archilech, encouraging innovafive
approaches to architechral design laload for the hot and
humid conditions of the frapics. Madernist archilechre,

Jiko <patial conf o

the design of campus masterplans typically followsd an
il kayou, with enclosed couyards that housed most
congregational spaces and landmerks of the respective
universifias. In West Africo, spacfically in Ghana and
Nigaria, several prominent architects wers ausociated
with the masterplan development of uriversity compuses.
Notabls namss inclucs Jamas Cobit(University of Nigaria,
University of Jos, Nigeria and Kwame Nknumah University
of Sciancs and Tschnology [KNUST] in Kumosi, Ghana),
Kenneth Scott (KNUST), Maxwell Fry and Jana Drew
(University Collage Ibodan, Nigeria}or the lsrasli archifect
Avish Shoron, who then parinared with the Nigerian archie
tect Augustine Akhuemakhan Egbo (Obafemi Awalawa
University (OAU] in lfe, Nigeria). In East Africa, architects
such as Peatfid and Bodgner (Kyambage University in
Kampala, Uganda] and Blackbume Norbum and Porinsrs
(Makerara Uriversiy in Kamgala, Uganda) contributed
ificanty fo the architectural kandscop.

1t has boon infresting fo observe Africa’s parfcipation
in the global naraiive of modsr architecturs, and not
merly as consumers but also as innoators. In His decu-
mentation, African modsm architechurs hos besn broadly
categorized info two schools of thought: the firt encom-
passes buidings commissioned by colorial govemments
during their rule, whike the second comprises buildings

e et oo by Al

Notably, the architecturs from the laker damensirales o
more significant exchange of ideas, as Afiican govern-
ments hod the autonemy ko salect rchilects wha cligned

with their d, tions. This shift

vial choices, iveness, and 3
found a shared inferpralafion in thesa dasigns. Furtharmr,

ing reflacks @ sansa of agency and independance, allowing

Afrcan nations fo shape their archirechral landscape in
aligament wih their own culfural, social, and develop-
mental goaks. For example, Obafami Awolowa University
{OAU) in e, Nigeria, smploys Yoruba mofifs and symbok-
em, such as o replica of Oranmiyan's famous Opa [daff]
framed by a toll halicylindricol concrete obelisk which
serves s o veriical aecent fo the lbrary building.
Inessnc, the universiy campuses symbolizs  shared
heritage hat speaks fo currich history, culure, and values.
The madem buidings smbody our collctive aspiations
and the sacrfices of the fore-athers such s Nikrumah,
zkive, and Nyerers, who odvocated for eduestion ard

selfdetermination. The Fulurs maior questions for architec- 1t proves ussful.

ture in Akrica are: How can we conserve our architechurcl
heritage? Who lsssons can wa draw from the pas! o
inform cur new designs? In what ways can we further adagt
modern buildings to cur evolving environment, as wall as
secial, asshetic, cultural, polfical, and fnctional needs?

USE AND MAINTENANCE | Immaculata Abba

For on orchiieciral syl that p
In the: 19605, when many African
‘couniries had very recenlly goined

therr independencs, Africon medem
archiecture became an expression

of the ‘trumphs, convadichions and
disappariments of decalonlsafion and
Independence (Duerisen, 2018). As
moder noftondulkding projects sought
o crecte new culures, these eforts
morifested In the builtenvirorsmen. The
universtty campus was cne of he key
sifes of this manifesiafion a3 f was boh
the physical and conceptucl cultvating

palicles, mindsets, and ways of problem-
solving Fortha new nasan.

The preserted prosects show some
of the physical choractersics of sarly
bulldings ot the Universiy of Nigenia
{Enugu camps) and the Uriversiy of
Ghana (lagon campus|. Ploced side by
side, fhere 15 @ marked diference In e
maintenance sate of thesa st uctures,
which could polet fo he counires” di
ferent journeys through economic cises,
polica Insiabily, and educational
ambitons.

Another critical question grappled with during his el
lowship was whether modsrn buikdings in Africa should
ba considered herifage o nat. For some, modern archi
fecturs connot be classified as Afican heritoge because
it is offen associated with the internafional Modern
Mavemerts criginated in the West. The primary infloenc
ars of the movement are percsived fo be primarily outside
of Adrica. However, for those who visw modsm orchitec
ture as African heritage, the key argument centers around
the dynamic naturs of culturs, which is never fixed. In his
line of canviction, cultre is consiantly evalving and fran
scanding borders, finding new forms of ownarship where

Seveny years lofer, these university campus buikdings
stll funcion within the contemporary cantexts fo which
they have adapted. They serve as a bridge connacting our
past and prasan, forming the foundation upon which we
build our collective aspirations for the huure.

THE WATER TOWER STRUCTURE,
UNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA, ENUGU
CAMPUS, NIGERIA

Builtin the 19505 as one of the first
consiructans on campus, fhese twin
sinuchures survived the Nigerian Crvi
War (1967-1970). With unpolished
and anguler fectures, hei sile can

be clasified as a brufalistvorlont of
Modemism. The water fower [RGIREOI] 15
the hugher bulding, while the woter fank
FRAIE 1] 5 the longer bulking. Today,
the twin sructures (FGUREOT] o longer
serve heir infended funciion {supplying
woer] due to lack of mairfenancs but
have nstead fumed i an informl
recding hub for students (Nnoemeka-
Ckeke of ol., 2021
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ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT

Documenting the Reuse of

Modern Buildings

An appraisal of a 2022 British Academy
writing workshop of postgraduate
students and researchers

Adeyemi Oginni, Oluwaseyi Akerele,
Ademola Omoegun, Nnezi Uduma-
Olugu
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THE WRITING WORKSHOP
The werkshap, which was held in bath Ghana and
Nigeria in 2021, ran from 11 to 16 June 2021 in Ghana
and from 18 to 22 June 2021 in Nigeria, respectively.
The 2021 workshop focussed on Modernist Architechura
‘on university campuses in West Africa. Workshap merfors
guided participants to davalop thir writing skill to writa
critcally in academic publications and confemporary

Alrica. It wa:

werkshops weuld have candidates werk mgrwpca”wr
In therawere 12

i s groups sach ai e workshaps in g, Jos, and
Enugu campus. For each school, the aim was to idenffy
three campus buildings for the 12 student groups fo work
on. This was coordinated by the Principol Investigaror (P
via scheduled fimetables and delivery dates. Parficipans
afiended seminars and workshops enline daily for ane
and o half weaks.

A short open call was mods fo encourags shdenk
who might have learned of the scheme online fo apply.
Invitasions were sent out via Geogle application forms,
which were filed eut prior to shorlsting. Shorlisting
invaived cerlain criferia, including gendar, level, loco-
tion, schoal,inferest in he workehop, . A decition was
mads cufing across varicus related disciplines and sexes
10 ansura gandar bolonce. Each feam wos then headed by
an ECR who ware PhD siuden's or graduaies, supervised
by the Cols, and headed by a Pl who presided over fhe.
werkings of all groups (FEEDY

The workshop: wara run simubanecusly, while pansl
discussions were done synchroncusly online. Althe com-
mencement of the project, a fimefable was drawn fo
schedula ollthe activies of the teams, which includad an
opening program, dally sk vishations, daily mestups,
and presentafions of daily ‘wrk i progress* on the write-
ups REE,

On tha first doy, the pning session wos carried cut
with all the mambsrs in andance. The unils in charge

of aach buikding were visied o get approvals and fo
ensurs the smocth running ofthe werkshap. Students ware
mlma.;ﬂ.mpmmwmmg,mm IS

-
ARCHITECTURE
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writing uniil the penulimate day of the werkshep, when
thay were o presani o their ECRs and then the e group.
On his final day, an onlins preseniofion was done by
each member of the four groups EREL]
Eoch teom member mode an oral prasentation of
thair wﬂlwps on inspirations and expariances they hod

dalive by the end
bk o savecs et el ot g ek
shop. Aflrward, he shderts wers ralsased 1o sar their

vsiing the buidings. All the wrilings were
o colted by he ECRs,vaed by he Cols, and pre
pared as working documents for publication in journals

DOCUMENTED BUILDINGS
THE UNIVERSITY OF LAGOS MAIN AUDITORIUM.
The main auditerium is located af the heart of the
University of Logos (A6@£04. i is boundad by the Council
Building, the University Main Librory, the Sencle buid-
ing parking, and the Depariment of Archileciure. f was
builinthe lake 19705 by American architechure firm Mac
Millan and Associotes s an audioriom for sioge plays,
performances, inovgural lecturss, and, mest racsntly,
for bath mariculafion and convacation carsmanies. The
main audiorium, located in the adminisiative area of the
compus, spaaks baldly with s rugged sxierior and then
more calmy as you explors the inferiors

The buikling was percsived os a mighty giant o solids,
lines, and spaces that has found o place fo rest and man-
it i scale; the buikding shows off @ balancad play of
sold forms and lines to define s spaces. As one waks
towards the enirance, the walls reveal grove ik lnes an
the sld faces. Furter into the space, linsarity i creoted
by the woodan panets, floor finish, siircase, and griddsd
plussized columns. The overal plan of he building is an
interacion of shapes; o hexagen in @ square, allfogether
in on outer square. The hexagon is placad diogenally in
the smaller square, leaving o buffer region behween fhe
exterior and infeiar. This spoce houses the by adomed
with wooden panals similer in pattern o the concrate exie-
tior form. It sublly walcomes you inko @ colmer fexiural

expression of the inifial rough exteriors.

The deerity of space planning, material use, scale,
and sansitvity 1o tha envircnmen, the majastic columns
appaaring in a fine grid, cracts tis sense of dominanca
cempared to human proporfion. The salid cancrefe base
an which the building siands emphasizes the sense of st

landscape. The skais connecting differant buiding levals
1o the outside further amplified fhe appropriatensss of s
pasiion an campus,

The building is brutalist in nature, although i hos soft
elarents boih in s inerior ond axarior. It has on oudoor
space with a dovble volume and coluns coming right
dovm from the raof that reminds one of a caryaid as it
corres the large racF; his space is located on hwo sidss
of the building connacted by o walkway. The concrete
averhang serves as balcanies.

The interior speaks fo o much diflerent lock fhan the
lough exierior; it shows the contractors” experiise and
level of thought and precision that can only be appre-
cioted. On enfering the ceniral lobby, one immediasly
notices the infrasting use of matericl for pace dsfinifion,
from the waodsn wall finish fo the ferrazzo floors. Right
ol the enlrance, one sees  securily machine very alien
10 the rest of the space, which says i is an addifion. The
bulding layout is opan, and one can ses saveral direc-
tions, sach showing whare fo go without having fo look at
the signage. The design engages the use of srcight lines,
angles, and geomelry, which are ranslated all fraugh
every alament of the building, from tha flcor 1o the wall,
the caiing, and the siairs; indeed, a carsfully planned
work of art that interprets fhe building s kanguage.

Th lobby's entance o the auditorium ball is ined by
‘woodsn wallfinishes thot blend wilh s woodsn doors a3
one sieps dwn o the min . On pushing the doars
open, ane gefs @ view of the entire auditorium, the siage,
and cascoding rows of seats. Tha seats are covarad in
wine and blus vehet covars, and the ceiling is perforcled
wih acouskic celing boards HE 51

bility, making it appear o though it was siched ou of the

08 o ity f o o o, © g e, 207
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On entering the aud
<oft feal of the carpat damonth your feet, usad along
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“... Seek to rediscover projects situated at the
periphery of the main architectural discourse,
referring to built heritage that has either been
forgotten, relatively undocumented with limited
publicity or discussion, despite their social,
economic, and political significance.”

Introduction by Uduku & Manful, 2023

“... succeeded in its aim to provide a new
platform for the exploration of the architecture of
higher education on the African continent, mainly
by African authors, some of whom are writing
their very first academic articles.”

Introduction by Uduku & Manful, 2023
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Great opportunity to connect (research)
project with publication in Docomomo
Journal

Challenging to level project aims/output
with academic ambition of Journal

Great architecture disclosed by African
architects/researchers

New perspectives on heritage value of
Modernism related to colonialism
Stepping stone for young
architects/researchers
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UPCOMING ISSUES (WORKING TITLES)

« 2024
« DJ 70 Kharkiv Constructivism (to be presented in Berlin on April 15)
« DJ 71 Origins of Modernity
« DJ 72 Open issue
« 2025
« DJ 73 Modern Movement Interiors in Times of Crisis
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