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Statement

For a successful energy transition, 
we need technology more than 
anything
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A few years ago: Techno-Optimism

“A belief in human technological abilities 

to solve problems of unsustainability 

while minimizing or denying the need for 

large-scale social, economic and 

political transformation” (Barry, J., 2012, p. 3).

IPCC AR6 Synthesis Report. Summary for Policymakers, 2023

KEM (this morning): social 
effects are important



Climate Goals
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Change energy use

Adapt to the effects of 
climate change

Accept new technologies



Social Acceptance 
of Subsurface 
Projects

https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/the-carbon-capture-distraction/

https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/all-those-times-the-anti-fracking-campaign-rocked/ 5



Focus on Individual Perceptions

Effects of communication on CCS on 

public perceptions

Communication needs to be: 

• Balanced (risks and gains)

• Understandable

• From a credible source 



Social Acceptance happens in a system
All actors make decisions



Geothermal Energy in 
Indonesia

(Anita Trisiah)
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Preliminary results (media analysis, interviews):

 

- Positive messages from government

- People experience social risks

- Knowledge level about geothermal energy (and

     climate change in general) is low. 



So, communication is important, but… 

10https://www.parool.nl/nederland/dit-zijn-de-plannen-van-het-radicaal-rechtse-kabinet-minder-migratie-theaters-duurder-minder-ambtenaren-en-hervorming-npo~b2ba7c3b/



CrossScale Project  

The project pursues a holistic and 
integrated approach that has not been 

addressed in other DeepNL projects. The 
research will tackle another gap within 

the current DeepNL projects by explicitly 
addressing and communicating the 

uncertainties and risks associated with 
subsurface operations to different 
stakeholders and societal actors. 

This is crucial for supporting a more 
informed decision-making process 

among societal actors who play a vital 
role in shaping the future of subsurface 

activities.



CrossScale Project 

• WP5 will develop an interactive Q&A process that creates trust by highlighting 
how advanced geoscience research in this project and the wider DeepNL programme 
supports the safe and sustainable execution of geoenergy projects. 

• This deliverable is useful to regulators such as SodM and also benefits wider 
discussions at Mijnraad. Overall, CrossScale will have direct societal impact because 
decision making will become more informed and the value and need of scientific 
research will become clearer.



Linking notions of Values… 

• Ethics relates to:

• The value disposition of individuals

• Values embedded in technologies 

• Reflection on values

• Economics relates to values that are (or have become) embedded in institutional contexts

• The economic system as a fixation of values

• The market and political realm as formative contexts in which values are stabilized

• Science- and technology studies (STS) look at the dynamics of values

• In relation to their emergence during innovation trajectories

• In relation to their articulation in stakeholder interaction



Response: Two interacting processes or ‘worlds’… 
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INSTITUTIONAL	CONTEXT	

INFORMAL	ASSESSMENT	

e.	g.	public	controversy	

	

	

FORMAL	ASSESSMENT	TOOLS	

e.g.	EIA,	(S)CBA	

	

	

	

	

?	

Safety            Health           

Economy
Fairness? Justice? 

Aesthetics?     Privacy?...



The RESPONSE framework…



Three justice-related value attributes shaping the 
interaction
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mutual denial 

of justice 

claims 

Other 

dimensions 

distributive 

justice and 

justice as 

recognition

moral 

autonomy of 

citizens’ 

community

institutionally 

and legally 

established 

procedures



Please get in touch with us! PD starts summer 2025

g.devries-2@tudelft.nl

a.f.correlje@tudelft.nl

 

mailto:g.devries-2@tudelft.nl
mailto:a.f.correlje@tudelft.nl

	Default Section
	Slide 1: Social Engagement for Geothermal and CCS Projects
	Slide 2: Statement  For a successful energy transition, we need technology more than anything
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Climate Goals
	Slide 5: Social Acceptance of Subsurface Projects
	Slide 6: Focus on Individual Perceptions
	Slide 7: Social Acceptance happens in a system All actors make decisions
	Slide 8: Geothermal Energy in Indonesia  (Anita Trisiah) 
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: So, communication is important, but… 
	Slide 11: CrossScale Project  
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Linking notions of Values… 
	Slide 14: Response: Two interacting processes or ‘worlds’… 
	Slide 15: The RESPONSE framework…
	Slide 16: Three justice-related value attributes shaping the interaction
	Slide 17


