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Il nome della rosa



Informality manifests 
itself in multiple 

forms that are 
context dependent



Vernacular X Informal

Traditional Village in Ethiopia https://www.mercycorps.org/

https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/ethiopia/quick-facts-how-were-fighting-hunger-ethiopia


Berber village in Ourika valley, 
High Atlas, Morocco

By Fathzer / Jean-Marc Astesana from Bretonneux, France - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ourika,_Morocco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Atlas


Saint-Cirq-Lapopie in Lot, France 

By Adam Baker from Houston / Moscow / Toulouse (travel a lot) - 



Informality is necessarily 
embedded in processes of 

‘MODERNISATION’



Deficient 
Incomplete 
Dependent  

Imposed 
Exclusive 

Neo-Colonial 
Modernisation



Who is included 
and who is 

excluded from 
modernisation 

processes?







The State  
and its 

technologies for 
State building



The role of international capital 

Asking for ‘modernization’



The role of planning 

The brokers of modernisation



POVERTY



En Mijas (Málaga) hay 8.000 construcciones irregulares. JULIÁN 
ROJAS

But POVERTY is not 
the whole story



LEGALITY



INFORMAL SETTLERS AS 
CRIMINALS



INFORMAL SETTLERS 
AS CLIENTS



INFORMAL 
SETTLERS AS 
HOSTAGES



INFORMAL SETTLERS 
AS HEROES



Challenge to 
INCLUSION IN (true) 

CITIZENSHIP 
(which includes structures 

of legality)



ACCESS TO RIGHTS 
(The right to have rights)



They do so initially by 
claiming their space in 

the city 

The winding road to 
citizenship



NEGATIVE RIGHTS X 
POSITIVE RIGHTS  



RIGHT TO HOUSING



RIGHT TO CREDIT?



CITIZEN=CONSUMER?



SPATIAL JUSTICE



Spatial Justice concerns 
the just DISTRIBUTION 

of burdens and benefits 
of (urban) development 
in space and HOW these 
benefits are distributed



https://
spatialjustice.blog



WEAK 
INSTITUTIONS



(SUPPRESSED)  
CIVIL SOCIETY



TABULA RASA

People collect their belongings after a demolition drive carried out by the railways in Shakur Basti of Delhi on Sunday. Credit: PTI



RESISTANCE



PERSISTANCE



DIGNITY



Thanks for listening. 
Questions? 
Answers? 

Please write to 
r.c.rocco@tudelft.nl

mailto:r.c.rocco@tudelft.nl

