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Experimental Investigation of Airfoil Turbulence-Impingement
Noise Reduction Using Porous Treatment

R. Zamponi∗1 and D. Ragni†2 and N. Van de Wyer‡1 and C. Schram§1

1von Karman Institute for Fluid Dynamics, Sint-Genesius-Rode, 1640, Belgium
2Delft University of Technology, 2629 HS Delft, the Netherlands

The present work aims at evaluating the effectiveness of the use of porous materials for
reducing airfoil turbulence-impingement noise. To pursue this objective, a porous NACA-0024
profile filled with melamine foam has been designed for comparison with a solid model. The
porous media constituting the airfoil has been fully characterized in order to determine the
parameters that describe the material. The two profiles have been tested in a rod airfoil
configuration in the anechoic chamber of von Karman Institute for Fluid Dynamics. A free-
stream velocity of 30 m/s (corresponding to a chord-based Reynolds number of 3.2·105) and an
angle of attack of 0◦ have been considered for the tests. Hot-wire anemometry measurements
have been performed with the aim of characterizing the boundary layers around the two
airfoils and investigating the eventual nose mitigation mechanisms that occur due to the porous
treatment. Moreover, the static pressure distributions along the two surfaces have been studied
to find correlationswith the velocity profiles. The results show that the use of a porous treatment
leads to a decrease of turbulence-impingement noise in the low-frequency range and to an
increase in the high-frequency one, mostly due to surface roughness noise. The application of
an inverse beamforming technique has lead to a qualitative comparison of noise distribution
maps at different one-third octave band frequencies for the two cases. Furthermore, the
pressure values of each map point within a rectangular region surrounding the leading edge
have been summed in order to retrieve the integrated one-third octave band spectra.

Nomenclature

c = airfoil chord
Cp = pressure coefficient
CSM = cross-spectral matrix
d = cylindrical rod diameter
GIBF = Generalized Inverse Beamforming
JCAL = Johnson-Champoux-Allard-Lafarge (model)
k0 = viscous permeability
k ′0 = thermal permeability
l = rectangular nozzle width
Ûm = mass flow rate
p0 = stagnation pressure in free-stream
p∞ = static pressure in free-stream
s = airfoil span
t = airfoil maximum thickness
TI = turbulence intensity
ū = non-dimensionalized mean velocity
u’ = velocity fluctuations
U∞ = free-stream velocity
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α∞ = tortuosity
Λ = viscous characteristic length
Λ′ = thermal characteristic length
ρ = flow density
σ = static air flow resistivity
φ = porosity

I. Introduction

The investigation of the noise generation mechanisms involved in the interaction of a wing profile with incoming
turbulence represents a core topic for applications of large societal interest, including airframe noise, aeronautical

propulsion systems, HVAC systems for automotive and construction. In these instances, the turbulence is typically
produced by elements such as protection grids or heat exchangers that are installed upstream of the airfoil and create
inflow distortions. From the physical point of view, the sound is radiated as a consequence of the rapid changes of the
turbulent vortexes inertia due to the interaction with the surface of the airfoil. Historically, the phenomenon has been
studied by several authors. Paterson and Amiet [1], Migliore and Oerlemans [2] and Moreau et al. [3] demonstrated
that turbulence-impingement noise, referred to also as leading-edge noise, is predominantly a low-frequency source
when the turbulent eddies are large scale structures. Moreover, the Amiet theory [4–6] showed that the noise radiation
pattern depends on the airfoil compactness with reference to the acoustic wavelength. Additional studies concerning the
effect of real airfoil geometry on the interaction with a turbulent flow can be found in the work of Gill et al. [7, 8] and
Kim et al. [9]. The study of the mechanism with which the turbulence-impingement noise is generated and radiated
is instrumental in designing novel sound mitigation approaches. Since acting on the ingested turbulent field is often
challenging, one promising strategy to reduce the turbulence-impingement noise is to make the airfoil acoustic response
less sensitive to the turbulent flow. Geometrical or structural changes of the airfoil design or the usage of absorbing
materials can achieve this objective.

The scope of the present work is to evaluate the effectiveness of a porous airfoil, with an impenetrable core line, in
the reduction of the noise produced by turbulence impinging on its surface. The implementation of porous material
as part of the structure of a wing profile has been already addressed in the past by several authors. Among them,
Roger et al. [10, 11] filled a NACA-0012 airfoil with steel wool to investigate the leading-edge noise reduction in a
grid-generated turbulent flow. In their study, the use of porous materials showed a reduction effect with a maximum of
5 dB, even though no optimization of the material parameters had been attempted. An analogous method has been
adopted by Geyer et al. [12, 13], who tested different porous materials and different turbulence-generator grids and
performed acoustic measurements on leading-edge noise using microphones array techniques. The experiments lead to
a noticeable noise reduction for most of the porous profiles when compared with the non-porous cases. Similar designs
for a porous airfoil have also been considered by Sarradj and Geyer [14], Geyer et al. [15, 16], Tinetti [17] and Herr
and Reichenberg [18] in the framework of trailing edge noise mitigation. Most of the conducted studies state that the
application of porous materials may have a significant potential for flow noise mitigation but also that it is necessary
to improve the understanding of the influence of the porous material parameters. The previously mentioned Geyer et
al. [12, 13] and Sarradj and Geyer [14] focused their analysis on the characterization of this influence by comparing
the results of aeroacoustic wind tunnel tests on several porous and non-porous airfoils. They found that not only the
overall sound pressure level, but also the spectral characteristics are dependent on the properties of the porous material,
especially the static air flow resistivity. A deeper insight about these correlations should lead to a better comprehension
of the physical mechanism responsible for noise reduction, since no agreement about the mode of operation of the
porous treatments has been found yet, despite the numerous investigations.

This manuscript describes acoustic far-field noise and hot-wire anemometer measurements that were performed in
the testing facility of von Karman Institute for Fluid Dynamics (VKI) on a NACA-0024 airfoil in a non-porous and a
porous version. Specifically, melamine foam was the porous material used in these tests. A particular emphasis has been
put on the characterization of the parameters of the material. The comparison between the two cases has been carried
out considering one angle of attack and one flow velocity. The experimental setup consists of a rod-airfoil configuration,
already used by de Santana [19]. In this arrangement, firstly proposed by Jacob et al. [20] as a benchmark problem
for noise computation and modeling, the wing profile undergoes a broadband perturbation dominated by a preferred
shedding frequency, similarly to what has been observed in most turbo-machinery applications [21]. Indeed, as stated
by Roger and Moreau [11], the analysis of the turbulence-impingement noise reduction that can be achieved with the use
of porous treatment provides similar results to that of a rod-airfoil and a tandem airfoil configuration.
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Finally, the objective of the present effort is to demonstrate the potential benefits of this technology, rather than
carrying out an in-depth investigation of its applicability. For instance, the aerodynamic performance loss that the
porous airfoil may experience in comparison with the reference one that has been observed in similar works [14, 16] has
not been evaluated.

II. Design and Characterization of the Porous Airfoil
The porous NACA-0024 airfoil has been designed with a chord of 0.157 m, corresponding to a maximum thickness

of approximately 0.038 m, and a span of 0.200 m. The choice of this chord has been made to ease the manufacturing
and instrumentation of the model. In order to avoid the cross-flow between the two sides of the profile, the core line has
been made impenetrable. The volume of the airfoil has been filled with melamine foam, which is easy to cut to the
desired shape. A porous hard plastic exoskeleton has the function of containing the foam and ensuring the proper shape
fidelity. It is made of two components, one per each side of the airfoil surface, assembled on the solid center plane
and glued in correspondence with the leading edge and the trailing edge. The same manufacturing technique has been
adopted to produce the solid airfoil, whose exoskeleton does not present any porosity. All the profiles have been finally
coated with the same metallic wire mesh, which protects the materials and guarantees a good quality surface roughness.

(a)

(b)

Fig. 1 (a) Representation of the porous NACA-0024 used in the experiments. (b) Comparison between the
manufactured solid airfoil (on the left), the melamine airfoil (in the center) and the porous airfoil (on the right).

In Fig. 1a a representation illustrating the different parts constituting the porous airfoil is depicted. With the aim of
investigating the acoustic influence of the exoskeleton and the wire mesh, a third airfoil just made of melamine foam
has been created. The porous material has been cut in the shape of a NACA-0024 and glued on the solid center plane,
without any other hard plastic component. Although this design does not represent a technological solution for the
implementation of a porous material in the structure of the airfoil, it constitutes a basis of comparison. A photograph of
the three manufactured prototypes is shown in Fig. 1b .

As mentioned above, the porous medium parameters play an important role in the investigation of noise reduction
mechanisms. According to the Johnson-Champoux-Allard-Lafarge (JCAL) model, the six parameters necessary to fully
characterize the material are:

• the static air flow resistivity, σ, which is described by the relationship known as Darcy’s law [22] and corresponds
to the ratio of a pressure difference ∆p across a sample of porous material in the presence of a static fluid flow
through it to the product of the flow velocity and the sample thickness;

• the porosity, φ, defined as the ratio between the accessible pore volume (since those pores which are closed and
not accessible are not expected to have an influence on the acoustical and aerodynamical characteristics) and the
total volume;

• the tortuosity, α∞, which takes into account the sinuous fluid paths through the porous material;
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• the viscous characteristic length, Λ, introduced by Johnson et al. [23], which considers the medium and high
frequency viscous and inertial effects;

• the thermal characteristic length,Λ′, defined by Champoux and Allard [24], which expresses the thermal exchanges
between the material frame and the pore saturating fluid at medium and high frequencies;

• the thermal permeability, k ′0, introduced by Lafarge et al. [25], which models the thermal exchanges between the
porous material frame and the saturating fluid at low frequencies.

Besides these, another parameter that is used to define a porous medium is the viscous permeability, k0, which is directly
linked to σ. Indeed, it is defined as the ratio of the dynamic viscosity of air to the static air-flow resistivity.

The characterization of the above-mentioned quantities has been performed in collaboration with Laboratoire
d’Acoustique de l’Université du Maine (LAUM). For their estimation, an inverse method based on the measurement
of the melamine foam scattering matrix by means of a 4-microphone impedance tube has been considered [26]. The
inversion is done in the Bayesian framework, whereas the model used for describing the porous medium is the JCAL
one. The results of the characterization are listed in Table 1. The estimation is considered reliable because a good match
has been found with other results from ultrasonic measurements conducted on the same sample and not discussed in this
work.

Table 1 JCAL model parameters characterizing the melamine foam of the porous airfoil.

σ [Pa· s · m−2] φ [-] α∞ [-] Λ [m] Λ′ [m] k0 [m2] k ′0[m
2]

13003.9 0.986 1.02 1.344 × 10−4 1.942 × 10−4 1.410 × 10−9 2.382 × 10−9

Concerning the parameters of the hard plastic exoskeleton and the metallic wire mesh, the first has been designed
to have φ of 80%, whereas for the second φ is equal to 60.8%. Static air flow resistivity measurements have been
performed at Centre de Transfert de Technologie du Mans (CTTM), in Le Mans, with samples of the two materials. As
expected, the σ of the two layers was negligible, confirming the fact that the static air flow resistivity of the porous
airfoil is governed by the σ of the melamine foam.

III. Experimental Set-up and Data Processing
In this section, the experimental setups and analysis tools used to carry out the aerodynamic and aeroacoustic tests

are presented.

A. Rod-airfoil Configuration
The experimental facility consists of a jet installed in a semi-anechoic room with dimensions 4 m × 3 m × 4 m

and a cut-off frequency of 200 Hz. A wooden circular-to-rectangular contraction, designed by de Santana [19] and
characterized by an area ratio of 2.35 to 1, adapts the circular geometry of the duct to the rectangular geometry needed
for the rod-airfoil configuration. The dimensions of the nozzle exit are 0.200 m for the span and 0.150 m for the width.
The airfoil and the rod are held vertically by two side-plates, designed not to have sharp corners. The experimental
setup with the relative distances is depicted in Fig. 2. The cylindrical rod has a diameter of 0.02 m that corresponds to
the one of the leading edge circle of the airfoil. The distance between the rod axis and the leading edge is 0.174 m.

The following coordinate system is used for the description of both acoustic and hot-wire measurements: the x-axis
is aligned with the jet axis and therefore with the flow direction, the y-axis is aligned with the spanwise direction of the
airfoil and the z-axis is oriented in order to form a right-handed coordinate system. The origin is set in the midspan of
the profile at the level of its leading edge.

All the measurements have been carried out at a 0◦ angle of attack of the airfoil and at a flow velocity of 30 m/s,
corresponding to a chord-based Reynolds number of 3.2 · 105. The angle of attack and the alignment between rod and
airfoil have been verified by comparing the static pressure distributions on the two sides of the airfoil.

The facility has been characterized by means of hot-wire anemometry in order to determine the mean velocity, ū, and
the turbulence intensity, TI, profiles for different configurations. ū is normalized by the flow free-stream velocity U∞,
whereas TI is defined as the ratio of the root-mean-square (r.m.s.) of the turbulent velocity fluctuations to U∞. All the
acquisitions have been performed with a single hot-wire probe connected to an in-house system and corrected in order to
take into account the temperature variations during the tests. The sampling frequency has been set to 51.2 kHz, which
leads to an anti-aliasing filter set to 25.6 kHz. The acquisition time for the velocity has been set at 5 s with the purpose
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Fig. 2 Scheme of the rod-airfoil configuration installed on the cylindrical-to-rectangular contraction. The red
arrows indicate the coordinate axes of the reference system.

of ensuring convergence in the results. In free-stream conditions, TI was found to be about 0.4% in the potential core of
the jet at a distance of 1 mm from the nozzle exit, proving that there is almost no inflow turbulence. Figure 3 shows the
ū and TI profiles along the z-axis at 20 mm upstream of the leading edge and 44 mm downstream of the rod axis. In the
figure, the z-axis is normalized by the width of the nozzle (l = 0.150 m). The effects of the wake of the cylindrical rod at
this level consist of a 20% reduction of ū and a significant increase in the value of TI, whose peak is about 30%.

(a) (b)

Fig. 3 Mean velocity (a) and turbulence intensity (b) profiles at 20 mm upstream of the airfoil leading edge
level. l is the width of the nozzle (0.150 m).

B. Steady and Pressure Measurements
In order to perform static pressure distribution measurements, the NACA-0024 profiles have been equipped with 35

static pressure sensors. In each surface there are 17 transducers at the midspan that correspond to the 1.4%, 3.4%, 5.7%,
8.4%, 12.5%, 16.7%, 21.0%, 26.7%, 32.4%, 38.1%, 49.5%, 55.2%, 60.9%, 66.5%, 72.6% and 77.8% of the chord. An
additional measurement position has been considered in correspondence with the leading edge.
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The static pressure ports are connected to an in-house acquisition system that leads to the estimation of the pressure
coefficient, Cp , along with the chord, defined as:

Cp =
p − p∞
p0 − p∞

, (1)

where p is the static pressure measured, p0 is the stagnation pressure measured at the leading edge of the solid airfoil,
and p∞ is the static pressure in the free-stream. Finally, the data have been acquired at a sampling frequency of 500 Hz
and with an acquisition time of 15 s.

C. Hot-Wire Measurements
The airfoil boundary layer has been characterized by means of constant temperature anemometry, with a single wire

in-house system. The probe has been placed in a carriage system which allows a movement within the plane xz, at a
y corresponding to the midspan of the airfoil. The wire has been oriented perpendicular to the streamwise velocity
component. As in the case of the facility characterization, the sampling frequency has been set to 51.2 kHz, whereas the
data have been acquired for 5 s. The first 0.5 s of acquisition have been discarded in the post-processing phase to take
into account the effect of the probe vibrations during the traverse system movement. The static calibration of the hot-wire
anemometer has been performed in-situ on a daily basis, using a Prandtl tube to measure the reference velocities. With
the aim of taking into account the significant effect of the temperature on the measurements, an appropriate correction
has been applied considering the model proposed by Bruun [27].

Fig. 4 Traverses for the hot-wire anemometry measurements for the characterization of the boundary layer.
Nine chordwise positions are considered. Each traverse contains approximately 30 points. The y coordinate of
the measurements corresponds to the airfoil midspan, inside the core jet. c is the airfoil chord (0.157 m).

Figure 4 shows the coordinates of the measurement positions which were considered for the characterization of
the boundary layer. Nine chordwise coordinates have been chosen along the airfoil. As the profile is symmetric and
mounted with an angle of attack of 0◦, only one surface has been investigated. The x-axis positions along the airfoil
correspond to the 2%, 5%, 10%, 20%, 30%, 40%, 50%, 62.5% and 75% of the chord. Approximately 30 measurement
positions have been considered in the z-direction for each traverse. The distance between the points is variable and the
step is 0.5 mm, 1 mm and 4 mm for respectively the first 7.5 mm, the following 10 mm and the last part. In order to
avoid the contact between the wire and the metallic cloth coating the airfoil, the minimum distance of the probe from the
surface has been evaluated using a dummy sensor with exactly the same geometry as the hot-wire probe. In this way, it
has been possible to optically determine the exact position in which the prongs of the sensor touch the surface of the
airfoil.

D. Aeroacoustic Measurements
Acoustic far-field measurements have been performed to study the eventual noise reduction achievable by the use of

a porous treatment. Figure 5a shows the 64-microphones seven arms Dougherty array used for the tests. The antenna is
characterized by an aperture of 1.500 m and has been placed out of the flow at 1.160 m from the airfoil. The center of the
array is approximately aligned with the center of the airfoil leading edge. The microphones installed are capacitor-based
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Knowles electrets. The data have been acquired with a sampling frequency of 51.2 kHz and a total of 3072000 samples
per channel. The cross-spectral matrix (CSM) of the measured signals is computed by using the Welch method [28],
with blocks of 8192 samples windowed using a Hann-weighting function characterized by a 50% of data overlap, thus
providing a frequency resolution of 6.25 Hz. The background noise corresponding to the configuration with the rod and
without the airfoil has been recorded to be taken into account during the analysis of the results.

(a) (b)

Fig. 5 (a) 64microphones seven armsDougherty array used for acousticmeasurements. (b) Source distribution
map configuration. The black lines indicate side-plates, rod and airfoil leading edge and trailing edge, with the
flow going from the bottom to the top of the map. The red dashed lines represent the area considered for the
integrated spectra.

The data have been post-processed with a Generalized Inverse Beamforming (GIBF) technique developed at VKI
and validated through its application to an experimental [29, 30] and a numerical [31] benchmark dataset. The isolation
of the different noise sources that is possible to achieve with beamforming ended up being essential for the analysis of
turbulence-impingement noise. In this way, the contribution of the noise coming from the open jet, of the rod self-noise
and of the noise sources generated at the juncture of the side-plates and the airfoil due to the scattering of the turbulent
boundary layer forming along the plates can be discarded. A similar approach has been used by Geyer et al. in the
framework of leading-edge noise analysis for a grid-generated turbulent flow impinging on an airfoil [12, 13].

Two different analyses have been carried out using GIBF, namely, the evaluation of noise source distribution maps
referred to several one-third octave band frequencies and the calculation of the corresponding one-third octave band
spectra. Corrections for accounting the convection of the flow and the refraction of the shear layer have been applied,
following the approach proposed by Sijtsma [32]. In addition, proper handling of the background noise plays an important
role in visualizing the position of the noise sources and has been performed through an advanced subtraction method
based on the eigenvalue decomposition of the measured CSM [33]. Furthermore, only the eigenmodes corresponding
to the 10 most dominant eigenvalues have been computed by the algorithm to save computational time. It should be
mentioned also that the source maps generated by GIBF display the source distribution contours and not the peak source
intensity [34]. Therefore, the source intensity can be evaluated only after the integration procedure. This feature is
useful in practice for the analysis of distributed sources and represents one of the reasons why GIBF has been chosen for
the post-processing of the acoustic data. For the source maps visualization, the experimental setup is depicted as shown
in Fig. 5b. The vertical black lines indicate the test section side-walls, the horizontal ones indicate rod, leading edge
and trailing edge of the model. The flow goes from the bottom to the top of the map. Concerning the spectra, they are
determined by summing the pressure values of each scanning grid point within a rectangular region surrounding the
leading edge center. The red dashed lines in the figure indicate the integration area, whose dimension is 0.150 m ×
0.050 m. The width has been chosen in order to include the noise sources eventually distributed along the leading edge
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and to exclude the ones generated at the juncture with the side-plates. Finally, special care must be taken in choosing the
frequency range to be analyzed. The upper limit has been set to 5 kHz, mostly due to limitations in the calibration
procedure of the electret microphones. For the lower one, the constraint is normally represented by the non-compactness
condition [35], which states that the considered wavelength should be smaller than the airfoil chord length for a complete
separation between the noise generated at the leading edge and the one at the trailing edge. In the present case, this
limit approximately corresponds to 2.15 kHz. However, the use of an advanced phased array technique such as GIBF
makes it possible to separate noise sources at frequencies even below this value. The lowest one-third octave band
center frequency investigated in this study is therefore 1 kHz. Below this threshold, the resolution of the map was found
to be too poor to provide meaningful results due to the beamwidth characteristics of the microphone antenna.

IV. Results and Discussion
In this section, the results of the different measurements conducted at 30 m/s for a 0◦ angle of attack for both solid

and porous airfoil are presented and discussed.

A. Static Pressure Distribution
The Cp distributions for the solid and the porous airfoil are presented in Fig. 6. These curves have been obtained by

averaging the static pressure acquired on the two sides of the airfoil for each chord position. The results are compared
with the prediction given by the vortex-panel method XFOIL [36]. Overall, the Cp distribution of the solid profile
presents a satisfactory agreement with XFOIL, constituting a validation for the adopted measurement technique.

Fig. 6 Cp distribution along the airfoil chord airfoil measured for the solid and the porous airfoil and compared
with the vortex-panel method XFOIL.

From the comparison of solid and porous airfoil, it is possible to observe that the minimum Cp for the two profiles in
correspondence with the 17% of the chord is almost preserved. However, the porous profile reaches the peak in a more
gradual way. This discrepancy is probably due to the circulation of flow through the pores of the melamine foam that is
originated in the first part of the profile and tends to level out the pressure differences along its surface. Furthermore, in
the second half of the airfoil, the two Cp distributions coincide. The reason for this trend is currently under investigation.

Finally, the decrease of pressure difference experienced by the porous profile may reflect a loss of lift in case of
higher angles of attack. Nevertheless, as already mentioned in Section I, it is out of the scope of this paper to evaluate
the aerodynamic performances of the two airfoils.

B. Boundary Layer Results
The ū profiles for both airfoil configurations are presented in Fig. 7. The z-axis is normalized by the airfoil maximum

thickness, t = 0.038 m. All the plots show the ū profiles up to 0.678t, equivalent to about 25 mm, from the surface,
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Fig. 7 Mean velocity profiles of the solid and porous airfoil for the different chordwise positions depicted in
Fig. 4. t is the airfoil maximum thickness (0.038 m). The free-stream velocity is 30 m/s.
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whereas the minimum distance between the hot-wire probe and the airfoil is variable and ranges from 0.5 mm to 0.8
mm. Before proceeding with a discussion of the results, it is important to point out that the profiles for the first three
traverses (2%, 5% and 10%) of both solid and porous cases do not present the typical trend of the turbulent boundary
layer over a flat plate. This divergence is due to the fact that the considered traverses are not perpendicular to the airfoil
surface, making it difficult to relate the measured ū profile to a standard one.

The comparison shows that the ū distribution is generally lower in the boundary layer of the porous case with regard
to the solid one. The origin of this mass flow deficiency is probably linked to the possibility that part of the incident
velocity could penetrate the melamine foam, generating a flow circulation within the pores of the porous medium.
Particularly, the decrease of mean velocity for the porous airfoil in the initial region of the profile may be related to
better hydrodynamic absorption of the turbulent vortical structures generated by the rod. This phenomenon is seen as
one of the possible mechanisms responsible for turbulence-impingement noise reduction [11].

In order to quantify the velocity loss experienced by the porous airfoil, the mass flow rate Ûm has been evaluated by
integrating the velocity profiles within a rectangular region, as expressed in:

Ûm = ρs
∫ zu

zl

u(z)dz, (2)

where ρ is the flow density, s is the airfoil span (200 mm) and zl and zu define the extension of the integration area.
Specifically, for each traverse zl corresponds to the point closest to the airfoil surface, whereas zu amounts to zl + 25 mm.
The integration has been implemented using the trapezoidal rule. The results of the calculation are shown in Figure 8.

Fig. 8 Mass flow rate for the solid and porous airfoil computed with Equation 2.

Interestingly, as it is possible to observe, the magnitude of mass flow loss which is due to the presence of the porous
medium increases with the increasing chordwise position, reaching a maximum ∆ Ûm of about 10% for x/c = 0.75. This
particular trend has also been observed by Geyer et al. [15] in the framework of trailing-edge noise reduction. In that
case, results showed that the magnitude of velocity deficiency was linked to the parameters of the employed porous
material. Specifically, the lower the static air flow resistivity of the porous medium, the greater the mass flow loss within
the profile boundary layer.

Finally, the TI profiles for both airfoil configurations are presented in Fig. 9. The results show that in the initial part
of the profile reduction of TI occurs in the proximity of the surface due to the porous treatment. The decrease of the
r.m.s. velocity fluctuations may be correlated to a less efficient turbulence-impingement noise generation mechanism.
However, the discrepancy in the TI profiles of the porous case with respect to the solid one reduces with the increasing
chordwise position. At x/c = 20%, the two curves almost coincide. Curiously, this trend reflects the one observed
in the Cp distribution shown in Fig. 6. Further investigation will shed light on eventual correlations between these
physical quantities. For x/c > 20%, a trend inversion has been reported, with the TI profile for the porous configuration
overcoming the TI profile for the solid one within the boundary layer. In these circumstances, the magnitude of the
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Fig. 9 Turbulence intensity profiles of the solid and porous airfoil for the different chordwise positions depicted
in Fig. 4. t is the airfoil maximum thickness (0.038 m). The free-stream velocity is 30 m/s.
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discrepancy increases with the increasing chordwise direction. Moreover, for x/c > 40%, the hump of the TI profile for
the porous configuration moves away from the airfoil surface and the TI peak occurs at higher z/t. The increment of
r.m.s. velocity fluctuations that the flow experiences for high x/c might also be linked to the afore-mentioned circulation
of flow generated in the first part of the airfoil and partially blowing in the second part from the pores of the melamine
foam. Indeed, the presence of a steady cross-flow blowing within the measurement location has been proved to increase
the TI within the boundary layer, as stated by Kametani et al. [37]. Nevertheless, future tests will be necessary to fully
understand the nature of this phenomenon and to confirm the assumptions made.

C. Aeroacoustic Results
In this section, the qualitative one-third octave band source maps and the quantitative one-third octave band spectra

are presented.

1. One-third octave band source maps
The noise source maps related to the one-third octave band center frequency of 1.25 kHz, 2.5 kHz, 3.15 kHz and 5

kHz for both solid and porous airfoil are shown and compared respectively in Fig. 10 to 13. The spatial resolution
of each map is 20 mm, whereas the dynamic range is set to 20 dB and it is the same for the two cases. In the results
shown, the facility background noise has been already subtracted for more clear visualization of the noise sources. This
procedure is more effective the more incoherent the background noise is with respect to the investigated sources since
the subtraction method is based on the eigenvalue decomposition of the measured CSM∗. In addition, a Gaussian filter
has been exploited with the purpose of improving the readability of the maps.

Fig. 10 Noise source distribution maps for the solid (on the left) and porous (on the right) airfoil processed
with GIBF at a f 1/3 of 1.25 kHz. The dynamic range of the maps is set to 20 dB for both cases. An advanced
background subtraction technique [33] has been applied in order to reduce the contribution of the rod noise.

In general, in all sound maps the main noise sources are located at the airfoil leading edge and this is most probably
due to the impingement with the turbulent flow generated by the rod. At f1/3 = 1.25 kHz (Fig. 10), the porous airfoil
effectively reduces noise. Indeed, as it is possible to see in the map, the source intensity levels surrounding the leading
edge area are lower than the ones of the solid airfoil. However, due to the frequency-dependent beamwidth characteristics
of the antenna, the resolution of the localization is limited and it is not possible to observe the expected distributed
nature of the source. At f1/3 = 2.5 kHz (Fig. 11), the porous treatment of the airfoil is not effective anymore and an
increase instead of a reduction of turbulence-impingement noise is noticed. For the solid case, the main source intensity
contours are distributed along the leading edge and in correspondence with the rod. At this range of frequencies, the
subtraction method is not able to fully suppress the contribution of the rod self-noise, which is dominant. This may also
be due to a partial coherence between turbulence-impingement noise and the trailing edge noise of the rod. In addition,
the presence of a noise source can be seen also at the trailing edge of the airfoil. For the porous case, three main peaks

∗Each eigenmode of the decomposed CSM is linked to a coherent source distribution under constraint of orthogonality [34].
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Fig. 11 Noise source distribution maps for the solid (on the left) and porous (on the right) airfoil processed
with GIBF at a f 1/3 of 2.5 kHz. The dynamic range of the maps is set to 20 dB for both cases. An advanced
background subtraction technique [33] has been applied in order to reduce the contribution of the rod noise.

Fig. 12 Noise source distribution maps for the solid (on the left) and porous (on the right) airfoil processed
with GIBF at a f 1/3 of 3.15 kHz. The dynamic range of the maps is set to 20 dB for both cases. An advanced
background subtraction technique [33] has been applied in order to reduce the contribution of the rod noise.

are present at the leading edge, one at the midspan and two in the proximity of the juncture with the side-plates. The
reason for the detected noise increase could be related to higher surface roughness, given by the melamine foam and by
the pores of the hard plastic exoskeleton. The choice of the wire mesh, common to both airfoils, might also influence
the noise reduction. A deeper investigation will be required for a better understanding of these phenomena. A similar
trend can be observed also at f1/3 = 3.15 kHz (Fig. 12). In this case, the localization accuracy improves with the
increasing frequency and it is possible to detect the distributed nature of the leading-edge noise. For the solid airfoil, the
main source intensity peaks are still located along the rod, whereas the porous one presents the same two peaks in the
vicinity of the side-plates already discussed before. In addition, also the contribution of the turbulent boundary layer
scattering at the trailing edge is visible in the map for the solid airfoil. At f1/3 = 5 kHz (Fig. 13), the noise increase due
to the presence of the melamine foam still appears to be significant. Moreover, the analysis at this frequency shows
an interesting aspect concerning the position of the source region. Particularly, in the solid airfoil, the main source
intensity peaks are distributed exactly along the leading edge, whereas in the porous one their position is slightly shifted
downstream. This may indicate a different noise generation mechanism linked to the circulation of flow through the
pores of the porous medium. The investigation of the related phenomenon can bring light to the effective operating
principle of porous materials in the framework of turbulence-impingement noise reduction.
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Fig. 13 Noise source distribution maps for the solid (on the left) and porous (on the right) airfoil processed
with GIBF at a f 1/3 of 5 kHz. The dynamic range of the maps is set to 20 dB for both cases. An advanced
background subtraction technique [33] has been applied in order to reduce the contribution of the rod noise.

2. One-third octave band spectra
The GIBF integrated one-third octave band spectra referred to the center of the array for one-third octave band

frequency centers ranging from 1 kHz to 5 kHz are shown in Fig. 14a. The performances of the solid and the porous
airfoil are compared with the ones of the profile just made of melamine foam, already mentioned in Section II and
referred to as "melamine airfoil". For a better representation of the noise reduction given by the porous treatment, in Fig.
14b the difference between the one-third octave sound pressure level, Lp(1/3), between the solid and the porous case and
between the solid and the melamine case is shown.

(a) (b)

Fig. 14 (a) Integrated one-third octave band spectra processed by GIBF considering a rectangular region
surrounding the leading edge and referred to the one-third octave band frequency centers ranging from 1 kHz
to 5 kHz. The solid airfoil (in red), the porous airfoil (in blue) and themelamine airfoil (in black) are investigated.
(b) Relative noise reduction due to the porous treatment of the airfoil with respect to the solid case. The black
dashed line indicates the boundary between reduction and increase of noise.

As can be noticed, the trend of noise reduction follows what has been already qualitatively observed with the GIBF
source maps. For frequencies up to almost 2 kHz, the porous treatment is effective and turbulence-impingement noise
turns out to be mitigated, with a maximum reduction of about 4 dB that may be linked to the hydrodynamic absorption

14

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 T

U
 D

E
L

FT
 o

n 
D

ec
em

be
r 

30
, 2

01
9 

| h
ttp

://
ar

c.
ai

aa
.o

rg
 | 

D
O

I:
 1

0.
25

14
/6

.2
01

9-
26

49
 



given by the porous medium that has been discussed in the previous section. Above the already mentioned threshold,
the surface roughness noise becomes dominant and the noise increases, reaching a maximum value of almost 12 dB at 4
kHz. Concerning the melamine airfoil, it performs better than the porous one, as could have been expected. Up to 1.6
kHz, the one-third octave sound pressure level of the two profiles follows the same trend, with a maximum scattering of
about 2 dB. However, above 1.6 kHz, they start diverging, reaching a maximum ∆LP(1/3) of 8 dB, and this affects also
the cross-over frequency with the solid airfoil, which is at 2.1 kHz. Once this value is overcome, also the melamine case
is found to be noisier than the solid case, mostly due to the increment of surface roughness noise. Anyway, the increase
is significantly lower than the one for the porous airfoil, suggesting that the hard plastic exoskeleton has a drastic impact
in LP(1/3) at high frequencies. The physical mechanism behind this phenomenon is still under investigation. Concerning
the effect of the wire mesh, it contributes to the surface roughness noise, but since the same grid has been applied to
both profiles its influence does not affect the reduction. New wire meshes will be tested in future studies.

One possible way to improve the noise mitigation process can be the implementation of a different porous material in
the exoskeleton. In the studies conducted by Geyer et al. [12, 13], they stated that the materials able to grant the highest
turbulence-impingement noise reduction were those with a low static air flow resistivity. According to them, it can be
assumed that this effect is caused by the larger pores that characterize them. In these regards, the use of polyurethane
foams represents a promising solution that can be applied in the proposed design.

V. Conclusion
The results of various tests have been presented in this paper to evaluate the effectiveness of the use of melamine

foam as part of the structure of a wing profile for the reduction of turbulence-impingement noise on a NACA-0024
in a rod-airfoil configuration. Specifically, hot-wire anemometry, static pressure distributions and beamforming
measurements have been performed. The outcomes of the hot-wire tests show that the boundary layer around the airfoil
is affected by the presence of the porous medium, resulting in a lower mean velocity distribution in the proximity
of the porous surface if compared with the solid one. The analysis showed also that the root-mean-square velocity
fluctuations in the initial part of the profile are reduced due to the porous treatment. Moreover, the static pressure
distribution measured on the airfoil surface is influenced by the circulation of flow through the pores of the porous
medium, that tends to level out the pressure differences. Concerning the acoustic measurements, inverse beamforming
is able to properly isolate the leading-edge noise due to impingement with the rod-generated turbulence. The source
intensity strength is evaluated by integrating the source distribution maps within a rectangular region surrounding
the airfoil leading edge. The comparison between the one-third octave integrated spectra shows that for frequencies
up to almost 2 kHz the turbulence-impingement noise is effectively reduced, with a promising maximum reduction
of about 4 dB. The noise mitigation in the low-frequency regime may be connected to the hydrodynamic absorption
of part of the incident velocity through the porous medium, phenomenon confirmed by hot-wire and static pressure
distribution measurements. Above 2 kHz, the surface roughness noise of the porous treatment overcomes the surface
roughness noise of the solid profile, reaching a maximum value of almost 12 dB. Furthermore, the noise increase at high
frequencies is also significantly affected by the way the porous material is implemented in the airfoil, as the use of a
third profile made solely from melamine foam has shown.

Further studies will be necessary to fully understand the operating principle of porous materials in the noise reduction
mechanism. In particular, the relationship between hydrodynamic absorption and noise mitigation needs to be deeply
investigated. Finally, new porous materials characterized by different properties will be tested with the proposed design
in order to extend the analysis and to optimize the turbulence-impingement noise reduction.
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