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The Rural Landscape as Heritage in Turkey Under Changing Climate

nts of vernacular architecture embrace ethnic cultural diversity, morals, climate, cultural and geographical setting, topography, political attitude, religion and language spoken which
eritage in Findikli in the Black Sea region. Yet, climate change hazards such as river flooding, more frequent erosion and landslides affect not only local communities’ livelihoods but -

ultural landscape. There are important lessons this rural landscape as heritage holds in terms of their past climate practices that we can learn from craftsmanship, traditional construg_ﬁo"n tech-
niques, materials and local practices to tackle current and future conditions of environmental change.

This presentation first, explores how past local climate trends in the region have shaped construction and location technologies and lifestyles. Next, on site investigations such as seasonal photographs of
historic buildings, meteorological data, records of flooding and erosion, including interviews with local stakeholders are applied to identify the local vulnerabilities of rural built heritage and landscape.

Findings show various challenges and pressures on the rural built heritage under changing climate such as material degradation, structural damage in addition to the loss of intangible heritage. Insufficient

ﬁpﬁ*r]cial incentive from the local administrations for restoration of the historic mansions, inaccessibility of the local materials, deforestation,(Eres, 2016) and lack of climate change considerations in conser-

vation planning (Thackray, 2013) accelerated pressure imposed by climate change on the scattered historic rural settlements. The findings also indicate that there is a crucial need for identification of vulnera-
ities in local scale considering the climate change through the lens of cultural landscape heritage (Kaslegard, 2011) and developing climate adaptation plan for climate resilient rural landscape in the
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