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ABSTRACT This paper proposes a multi-temporal image change detection algorithm based on adaptive
parameter estimation, which is used to solve the problems of severe interference of coherent speckle noise
and the retention of detailed information about changing regions in synthetic aperture radar remote sensing
images. The change area in the initial differential image has local consistency and global prominence.
By detecting the significant area to locate similar change areas, the coherent speckle noise outside the
area can be eliminated. The use of hierarchical FCM clustering to automatically generate training samples
can improve the reliability of training samples. In addition, in order to increase the distinction between the
changed area and the non-changed area, a sparse automatic encoder is used to extract the changed features
and generate a change detection map. Experiments using 4 sets of SAR images show that the algorithm can
effectively reduce the effect of speckle noise on detection accuracy, the extraction of changing areas is more
complete and meticulous, and the false detection rate is greatly reduced. Since the images in different time
phases will be disturbed by weather, clouds, sea water, etc., the target segmentation algorithm can be used
to extract the target of interest and highlight the changing area. Principal component analysis and k-means
clustering method are used to reduce the influence of isolated pixels, and change information is extracted to
obtain different images. The experiment uses four sets of image data of islands and reefs. The experiment
proves that the algorithm can well eliminate external interference, improve the accuracy of change detection,
and have a good detection effect on the area of islands and reefs. The adaptive parameter estimation plays a
good role in the detection of changing areas, and the visual effect is better, which can improve the accuracy
of the detection results.
INDEX TERMS Adaptive parameters, multi-temporal, remote sensing images, change detection model,
superficial superposition.

I. INTRODUCTION

With the development of remote sensing technology,
the acquisition of high-resolution remote sensing data has
become faster and the means are becoming more and more
abundant. The era of high resolution has come and we are in
the new century of remote sensing technology [1]–[5]. The
high-resolution remote sensing image improves the spatial
resolution of the image, shortens the change period of the
remote sensing image, broadens the coverage, and enriches
the image information. Real-time accurate change detection
The associate editor coordinating the review of this manuscript and
approving it for publication was Zhihan Lv
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can help us better understand the features of the features
and the progress of the natural environment, and manage
and use the earth’s resources. Change detection technology uses remote sensing images covering the same area to
extract surface change information, which has been widely
used [6]–[8]. High-resolution remote sensing image change
detection technology has important applications in economic
development, national defense construction, urban planning,
environmental monitoring and other fields [9]. In agriculture,
change detection technology can be applied to real-time monitoring of forest vegetation, agricultural crops, lake wetlands
In economic construction, change detection technology can
be used for urban planning management, illegal building
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extraction and monitoring and evaluation of natural disasters;
militarily, change detection technology is used in military
target detection, battlefield information dynamic perception,
battlefield environment simulation plays an important role.
Although high-resolution remote sensing images have high
resolution and good imaging quality, due to the limitations of
remote sensing imaging technology and the influence of noise
interference, the extraction of changing areas still needs to
be strengthened and improved, and it is necessary to develop
and study changes with better applicability [10]–[15]. With
the advancement of high-resolution remote sensing observation technology, the requirements for image quality have
gradually increased [16]–[20]. High-resolution remote sensing images have become an important means of microwave
remote sensing observation, which greatly enriches the content of change detection technology, have good application
prospects in change detection and related fields, and has been
extensively studied [21].
Gillespie AR and others proposed a fusion algorithm
based on color normalization transformation (Brovey) [22].
The premise of using this algorithm is that panchromatic
images and multi-spectral images have the same spectral
response range, but there are some deficiencies in maintaining the spectral characteristics of the images. Jackson JE proposed the fusion algorithm of principal component analysis
transformation (PCA) in the paper ‘‘Principal Component
Analysis User Guide’’ [23]. The algorithm has no band
limitation and the spectrum remains good, but the information is mainly concentrated in the first few principal
components, he will change. Zhang et al. used the HSV
color space model for image fusion in the paper ‘‘Image
Enhancement Using Mode-Selective Color Image Fusion’’
and achieved the purpose of image enhancement [24].
Pathan et al. proposed an image fusion algorithm based on the
Gram-Schmidt (GS) [25]. The GS transformation is not limited by the number of bands and can better save image information, but its anti-interference ability is not great, it takes
a long time. The Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT)
has proposed the Nearest Neighbor Diffusion Pan Sharpening
(NNDiffuse) [26]–[30]. The advantage of this algorithm
is that it better maintains the spectral information of the
image and maintains the color [31]–[34]. High performance,
Thyagharajan and Vignesh proposed an image fusion algorithm based on dual-tree complex wavelet transforms [35].
After this, Ji et al. proposed an image fusion algorithm based
on current transformation [36].
In the threshold segmentation method, the pixels of the
difference map can be divided into a change class and a
non-change class by setting a threshold. Commonly used
methods are the maximum between-class variance algorithm,
Kittler algorithm and change vector analysis method [37].
Wickramasinghe et al. proposed an unsupervised model
based on Bayesian theory and applied the expectation
maximization algorithm to search for the optimal threshold [38]. Li et al. assumed that the distribution of changing and non-changing classes was Gaussian distribution, and
106084

proposed Kittler-Illingworth threshold selection criteria [39].
Marinelli et al. assumed that the distribution of changing
and non-changing classes was non-Gaussian distribution,
and used the generalized Kittler-Illingworth minimum error
threshold algorithm to detect changes in SAR images [40].
The threshold method can produce a good classification effect
when changed and non-changed classes of the statistical distribution belong to different modes in the histogram of the
difference map. If the changing class and the invariant class
cannot be accurately modeled by Gaussian or non-Gaussian
distribution, the threshold model will not always produce
excellent results, and this method is greatly affected by noise
and the detection accuracy is not high [41]. Zhuang et al. proposed a threshold algorithm based on logarithmic mean for
the detection of synthetic aperture radar image changes [42].
The difference image was generated by obtaining the logarithmic ratio of two SAR images, and the average value of
the logarithm of each image was calculated [43]. The weight
is multiplied by the minimum mean to obtain a weighted
threshold to generate a different map. The algorithm has a
short running time and a simple algorithm, and performs
better in detection rate and Kappa coefficient [44]. Among the
clustering methods, common methods include means clustering and fuzzy C-means (FCM) clustering. Hakkenberg uses
the principal component analysis method to extract change
features, and use the means method to cluster pixels into two
categories to obtain a different map [45].
The development of remote sensing image change detection is getting better and better, and has made good progress
in agriculture, military, scientific research. At present, there
have been many advanced research results [46]. However,
change detection of remote sensing started late, and the
change detection technology and theory are far behind the
remote sensing data acquisition technology. The detection
technology is not mature and is still in the development stage.
At present, there are still many difficulties in the detection
of remote sensing image changes, and there are many problems that need to be solved, such as the lack of theoretical
support. At present, most change detection methods lack
the support of a theoretical foundation and mathematical
models. In the process of algorithm implementation, empirical guidance is often used, such as selecting data sources,
image preprocessing, selecting change detection methods,
and evaluating the accuracy of results. High requirements
for data preprocessing. Because the field of remote sensing
image change detection is greatly affected by image quality,
noise, whether seasonal changes, cloud cover, and shooting
angle. The image preprocessing operations such as radiation
correction, geometric correction, and image fusion are very
strict, and the requirements for data quality are high. How
to further remove interference and improve the accuracy of
change detection is an important research topic. This paper
summarizes the background significance and related theories
of remote sensing image change detection, studies commonly
used change detection algorithms, and analyzes the research
status and existing problems with the algorithm. On this basis,
VOLUME 8, 2020
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we mainly study the problem of detecting changes in SAR
remote sensing images and high-resolution islands and reefs
images, put forward corresponding solutions according to
their respective characteristics, and verify the effectiveness
of the algorithm through experiments.
(1) The SLIC superficial segmentation algorithm is integrated into the collaborative segmentation change detection
algorithm. As the first step of the algorithm, multi-temporal
images are super sensitized separately. In addition, through
multiple sets of experiments on two experimental areas with
different spatial resolutions, the optimal values of two important parameters in superficial segmentation were determined:
compactness and segmentation step parameters.
(2) Using superposition analysis to achieve the unification
of super-pixel segmentation of multi-temporal images, that
is, after super-pixel segmentation of multi-temporal images,
the multi-temporal images are superimposed, and different
parts of the segmentation are extracted as new super-pixel
superposition. In the original superficial segmentation, the
unity of superficial objects obtained by segmentation in
multi-temporal images is realized.
(3) A super-pixel-based collaborative segmentation change
detection energy function is constructed. The energy function
is divided into two parts: change feature and image feature.
Both feature items are calculated using super pixels as the
basic unit.
II. ADAPTIVE PARAMETER ESTIMATION TO ACHIEVE
MULTI-TEMPORAL REMOTE SENSING IMAGE CHANGE
DETECTION ALGORITHM
A. IMPROVED ALGORITHM IS BASED ON SPARSE
ADAPTIVE PARAMETERS

In probability theory and statistics, probability distribution
is a mathematical function that provides the probability
of different possible outcomes of an experiment. In more
specialized terminology, probability distribution describes
the random phenomenon with the probability of an event.
Probability distributions are generally divided into two categories [47]. Discrete probability distribution (applicable to
situations where the set of possible outcomes is discrete, such
as coin tossing or dice tossing) can be coded by a discrete
list of probabilities of the results, called probability mass
functions. On the other hand, a continuous probability distribution is usually described by a probability density function
(a set of possible outcomes applicable to a scene can vary in
a continuous range of values, such as the temperature of a
certain day).
In calculating the relationship between the kernel
function K (x) and the regularization operator P, it is possible to detect the generalization ability of certain kernel
functions. This document also explains that the estimated
distribution of the RBF kernel data is very smooth and often
has good performance. The sparse representation can not
only automatically construct the adjacency graph of sample
points and avoid complicating parameter selection, but also,
it can better reflect the geometric structure of the sample
VOLUME 8, 2020

and obtain potential discriminant information. As a kind
of structured sparse representation, group sparse has better
sparse representation ability than general sparse representation. Inspired by improved Sparse Representation (MSR)
proposed in [48], this paper proposes an improved group
sparse framework (Modified Group Sparse, MGS). Different
from the MSR framework, the MGS framework uses group
sparseness to construct the adjacency matrix of samples, so as
to obtain a higher level of sparseness of the sample matrix.
In order to obtain the sparse coefficient matrix of the sample,
the MGS framework solves the objective function shown in
equation (1).
min
P

n
X
1
i=1

2

xi − XPi

2
2

+ χ kPk2,1

(1)

Sparse matrix P can reflect the similarity between sample
points, and the similarity between similar samples is higher.
According to the distribution characteristics of the samples,
the samples of the same type are closer. That is, have higher
locality. On the contrary, there is higher non-locality among
heterogeneous samples. Therefore, using the sparse matrix P,
the SUDP algorithm can directly describe the local and
non-local relationships of the sample points. This process is
implemented in the classic manifold learning algorithm using
the K-NN algorithm. The use of K-NN algorithm inevitably
requires the selection of k value, and the inappropriate k value
often has a great influence on the algorithm. Using the sparse
representation technique, the MGS framework can obtain the
matrix S reflecting the local relationship of the sample points
without determining the parameters, and the matrix S thus
obtained naturally has discriminant information, which can
improve the discriminant effect of the algorithm.
Use the obtained sparse matrix to describe the local information of the data set and construct the local sparse degree.
Then the local sparseness can be expressed as equation (2).
1X
(Pi −Pj )2 Pij
(2)
QL (w) =
2
i,j

The optimization goal of local sparseness is to find the
projection matrix w to minimize the distance between local
points. For deriving equation (2) through a simple formula,
equation (3) can be obtained.
1X
Pij (wT xi −wT xj )2
QL (w) =
2
i,j
1X
=
Pij (wT xi −wT xj )(wT xi − wT xj )
2
i,j
1 T X
= w (
Pij (xi − xj )(xi − xj )T )w
2
i,j
X
X
1 TX
= w ( Pij (xi xiT )+ Pij (xj xjT )−2
Pij (xi xjT ))w
2
i,j

i,j

1
= wT (2XDX T − 2XSXT )w
2
= wT X (D − S)XTw

i,j

(3)
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where D is a diagonal matrix, and each element of it is the row
sum of the sparse matrix S. Let L = D-S, the local divergence
can be expressed as:
QL (w) = wT XLXTw

(4)

After finding the local sparse matrix S, define the non-local
sparse matrix SN is:
PN
ij

= 1 − Pij

(5)

Correspondingly, the non-local divergence can be
expressed as:
1X
(1−Pij )2 (mi − mj )
(6)
QN (w) =
2
i,j

After a simple formula transformation, each element in the
diagonal matrix ND is assigned to the sum of the elements in
each row of the matrix NS, and the non-local sparseness can
be expressed as equation (7).
QN (w) = wT XLN XTw

(7)

After describing the local and non-local information about
the sample using local sparseness and non-local sparseness,
the optimization goal of the SUDP algorithm is to maximize the non-local sparseness while minimizing the local
sparseness. Therefore, the objective function of the algorithm
is defined as equation (8).
Q(w) =

QN (w)
tr(wT XLN XTw )
=
QL (w)
tr(wT XLXTw )

(8)

The solution of equation (8) can be equivalent to solving
the feature decomposition problem shown in equation (9).
tr(wT XLN XTw ) = tr(wT XLXTw )

(9)

The adaptive algorithm uses a sparse representation to
construct the sample weight matrix, which is relatively timeconsuming. Therefore, its time complexity will be higher than
that of classic algorithms such as UDP. However, the sparse
matrix obtained by sparse representation often has good
discriminating ability, and the time-consuming process of
selecting suitable parameter size by classic algorithms such
as UDP is uncontrollable. From this point of view, it can
be said that although the SUDP algorithm has a higher time
complexity in theory than classic algorithms such as UDP,
in practical applications, it’s time performance may be better
than the classic algorithm.
The non-local sparseness between classes is shown in
equation (10).
2
1X
Pij (1−Pij )2 + wT Xb
(10)
QN (w) =
2
2
i,j

After formula transformation and matrixing, equation (10)
is converted into equation (11).
QN (w) = wT XLN XTw + wT Xb XTb XTw
106086

(11)

After obtaining the intra-class sparseness and non-local
sparseness, they are unified into a discriminant formula,
as showed in equation (12).
QN (w) =

tr(wT XLXTw + wT Xl XTl XTw )
QN (w)
=
QL (w)
tr(wT XLN XTw + wT Xb XTb XTw )

(12)

B. CHANGE DETECTION MODELS OF MULTI-TEMPORAL
REMOTE SENSING IMAGES

The detection model can set different layers of networks in
the dense module, so that the model has a different network
depths [49]. Let’s take the 103-layer network in the detection
model as an example. The network consists of an input layer,
a 38-layer network with down sampling paths (including
4 Dense modules), a 15-layer Dense module, and a 38-layer
network with up sampling paths (including 4 Dense module),
consisting of a convolutional layer and Softmax layer, a total
of 103 layers of network. The specific network settings are
shown in Figure 1.
After pre-processing the original images, super-pixel segmentation can be performed on the original images of different times in the same area. The algorithm steps are described
in detail before, so they will not be described here. Although
the two-phase image after superficial segmentation has the
same number of superficial, the segmentation boundaries
of the two superpowers must not correspond to each other.
Super pixel segmentation cannot rely solely on the segmentation boundary of one phase as a standard, so in order to
facilitate the next collaborative segmentation, the superficial
segmentation boundary needs to be unified. Therefore, this
study superimposes the two-phase superficial segmentation
boundaries, filters extracted patches as new superficial and
overlays the original segmentation boundary, to obtain a unified comprehensive superficial segmentation boundary. The
specific process is shown in Figure 2.
Super pixel superposition analysis needs to superimpose
two superficial images to extract patches with different divisions between them. It can be seen from (c) that most of the
extracted plaques are some long and unit area interference
plaques. The analysis found that these interference plaques
are mostly located at the boundary of superficial, mainly due
to the two phases. The image is caused by a deviation of one of
half a pixel. Therefore, in this study, two screening conditions
were set to remove interfering plaques: remove the patches of
unit area (1-2 pixels); remove the patches of area perimeter
ratio <8.
The autoloader can obtain the features representing the
input data. When extracting features, you can add constraints
to the hidden layer so that it can obtain excellent sample
features under poor conditions [50]. The sparsity limit can be
used to constrain the hidden layer, which is more conducive
to obtaining the main characteristics of the input data, and
can effectively reduce the dimension of the sample and eliminate redundant information. Because the deep neural network based on Sparse Automatic Encoder (SAE) has a good
learning feature function, this paper uses the sparse automatic
VOLUME 8, 2020
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FIGURE 1. Framework of change detection model for multi-temporal remote sensing images.

FIGURE 3. Flow chart of sparse automatic encoder change detection.

FIGURE 2. Flow chart of overlay analysis.

encoder to extract the change information of multi-temporal
SAR remote sensing image and suppress the speckle noise.
In order to prevent useful information that may be lost
during the generation of the difference map, the two original
SAR images after the salient region detection process and the
neighborhood pixel features of the difference map are input
to SAE to learn more effective changing features, compared
to using only the difference map The extraction effect is
better. The resulting data are input into the sparse autoloader
network for training. Each network layer is composed of a
VOLUME 8, 2020

sparse autoloader. The hidden layer of each network is used
as the input of the next layer of the network, and the network
with two hidden layers is used. To extract the features of
the input data. The output feature of the last hidden layer is
used as the input of the surtax classifier, and the pixels are
divided into variable and non-variable classes by the classifier
to obtain the final change detection result. Figure 3 shows the
flow chart of sparse automatic encoder change detection.
C. MULTI-TEMPORAL REMOTE SENSING IMAGE CHANGES
DETECTION PARAMETERS AND EXPERIMENTAL DATA

The specific algorithm step parameters of the adaptive multitemporal remote sensing image change detection are shown
in Table 1.
After the construction of the energy function is completed,
the image features and change features of each pixel are
calculated, and then the two features of all pixels in the super
pixel block are averaged to obtain the image features and
106087
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TABLE 1. Specific algorithm step parameters for the change detection of adaptive multi-temporal remote sensing images.

TABLE 2. Mixture matrix.

change features of the super pixel. Collaborative segmentation is to optimize the energy function and finally complete
the image segmentation. The optimization of the energy function is achieved by obtaining the minimum cut of the network
flow graph. The minimum cut / maximum flow algorithm is
an energy function optimization method. First, the superficial
image needs to be mapped to a network flow graph, and
then the minimum cut of the network flow graph is obtained.
The network flow graph is constructed as follows: take each
superficial block as an ordinary node, and then set two special
nodes S (target) and T (background), connect the nodes with
edges, connect the two special nodes to each An ordinary
node is connected, which is an edge sum, and an ordinary
node is connected to its adjacent ordinary node (this article
uses four neighbors), which is an edge. Then, the changed
feature item is regarded as the weight of the edge between
the two special nodes and the ordinary mode; the image
feature item is regarded as the weight of the edge between
the two ordinary nodes. At this point, the network flow graph
is completed.
The confusion matrix is an evaluation method for the
quality of outlier detection. If the data set contains class
labels, the concept of the ledger can be used to evaluate the
effectiveness of outlier detection methods, such as accuracy
and recall, based on the class labels. Rates, false positive
rates, and others, in the absence of class labels, can also
be verified by removing the outlier data model. Obviously,
as showed in Table 2, the confusion matrix mainly contains
four parts of information.
Represents the ratio of correctly predicted points in normal
data to the sum of predicted wrong data in erroneous data.
Accuracy represents the accuracy of predictions in positive
sample results. The higher the value, the better it is. The
accuracy rate is defined as:
M=

TM
TM + FM

(13)

There are four sets of experimental data used in this paper,
which are SAR images of Bern, San Francisco, Red River,
106088

FIGURE 4. Original picture and Label picture.

and Shihmen Dam scenes. The experiment uses 500 remote
sensing images of ships marked by them as data sources,
including: architecture and background. We will use three
different methods to classify remote sensing images. The
relevant parameters of the three models are agreed to be
set as: (1) Learning rate: 0.0005; (2) Number of training batches: 500; (3) Decay: 0.9995; (4) Momentum: 0.99;
(5) the pre-trained model is: ResNet105, as shown in Figure 4.
III. RESULTS ANALYSIS
A. CLASSIFICATION ANALYSES OF REMOTE SENSING
IMAGES

In order to verify the proposed saliency guidance and the
performance of the sparse autoloader in the SAR image
change detection task, the experiment in this chapter is
mainly divided into two parts. The related comparison algorithm is compared with the experimental result, including
the change detection result graphic and accurate of different methods. In order to verify the effectiveness of this
method, five remote sensing data sets will be compared
VOLUME 8, 2020
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FIGURE 5. Remote sensing image classification result map.

with other excellent change detection algorithms, mainly
including FCM-based Extreme Learning Machine with FCM
(FCM-ELM), FCM-based Stacked Automatic Encoder wit
FCM (FCM-SAE), FCM-based Supervised Contractive Auto
encoders and Fuzzy Clustering (FCM-SCAE) and significant
guidance based on means clustering Detection (Saliencyguided and K-means Clustering, SGK) Four change detection
methods, Bern, San Francisco, Red River, and Shihmen Dam
multi-temporal remote sensing images use 5 algorithms to
perform the change detection experiments. The statistical values of FN, FP, OE, PCC and Kappa are reported on each data.
The classification results of the remote sensing images of
ships by the three models are shown in Figure 5. Figure (a) is
the FC-Dense Net classification result. Figure (b) is the Deep
Lab V3 model classification result, and Figure (c) is the
Deep Lab V3 + classification result. It can be seen from
the figure that both the FC-Dense Net model and the Deep
lab V3 model have missed scoring, as showed in Figure (a2)
and Figure (b2), respectively, and DeeplabV3 has a serious
missing score. Deep lab V3 model and DeeplabV3 + model
have the phenomenon of mis-separation, which is shown
in Figure (b3) and Figure (c3) respectively. Among them,
the DeeplabV3 model has serious misclassification. From a
visual point of view, the Deep Lab V3 + model has the best
classification effect.
The images of both resolutions are more compact, and the
segmentation results are less precise, and the edges of superficial do not fit the original contours of the features, regardless
of the shape or texture of the features, they will disappear
as the compactness increases. You can’t even see the texture
state of the features at all. On the contrary, the smaller the
degree of compactness, the better the edge of the segmented
superficial fits the contour of the feature, and the feature
VOLUME 8, 2020

information in the image can be better preserved. The size
of compactness has nothing to do with the resolution of the
image. The images of the two resolutions have the same
change with the change of the compactness, which is the
same.
It can be seen from the part marked by the red circle
in the figure that when the super pixel step size S is 5, 7,
or 9, the super pixels obtained in the two test areas and the
original contour of the ground feature are very consistent and
compact, which simplifies the image At the same time, it can
retain the basic features of the features in the image to a great
extent. When the super pixel step size S is 11, whether it is
a high-resolution image or a low-medium resolution image,
the resulting image is relatively blurry, and the original shape
and texture of the feature can hardly be completely presented,
or even some lines are blurred It is undesirable because it
is like a ground feature. When the step size is 5, divided
features are too fine, and considering that the split step size
is inversely proportional to the runtime, the optimal split step
size is finally selected between 7 and 9.
In order to objectively test the quality of the fused image,
this section evaluates the quality of the fused image from
four aspects: spectral characteristics, statistical characteristics, clarity, and information content, as showed in Table 3.
From the evaluation results of the spectral characteristics,
the root mean square error (RMSE) value and the spectral
distortion value (DD) of the algorithm in this paper are the
smallest, indicating that the algorithm in this paper is closest
to the ideal fusion image and the spectral distortion of the
source image is the smallest, The highest spectral consistency
with the source image. In terms of standard deviation (σ )
based on statistical characteristics, the standard deviation (σ )
value of the algorithm in this paper is second only to the
CN algorithm, but higher than several other traditional fusion
algorithms, which shows that the algorithm in this paper is
relatively superior in the contrast of the fusion image. In terms
of clarity, the average gradient (g) value of the fusion image
of this algorithm is second only to the CN algorithm, but
it is higher than several other traditional fusion algorithms.
In terms of information volume, the information entropy (EN)
value of the algorithm fusion image in this paper is smaller
than the two algorithms CN and NND, which is higher than
the other four traditional fusion methods, indicating that the
image information richness after fusion is relatively good.
The amount of information obtained in being relatively large.
Although the algorithm in this paper is not optimal in terms of
standard deviation (σ ) and average gradient (g) information
entropy (EN), the overall spectral characteristics and clarity
are all optimal, indicating that the algorithm in this paper is
relatively traditional. For the fusion algorithm, the quality of
the fusion image has a great advantage.
Therefore, in terms of overall accuracy, calculation time
and segmentation effect, the introduction of super pixels has
greatly improved the speed of the collaborative segmentation
change detection method. High-resolution images are more
suitable for super-pixel-based collaborative segmentation
106089
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TABLE 3. Experiment 1 Fusion evaluation results.

change detection methods, and low- and medium-resolution
images are relatively unsuitable for this method. In this study,
the best super pixel segmentation step for high-resolution
images is 9, and for low- and medium-resolution images, you
can choose according to the research needs. If you focus on
the accuracy of the results, you can choose a step size of 7.
If you focus on running speed, you can choose step 9. In this
study, the efficiency of the experiment is emphasized, so the
division step of the two experimental areas is fixed at 9.
To evaluate the classification accuracy of these three methods, we still need to start from the ACC, AA and MIOU
evaluation indicators. The evaluation data come from the
entire verification set. As showing in Figure 6. As can be seen
from Figure 6, the classification accuracy of the FC2Dense
Net ship class is 0.765, and the classification accuracy of this
method is low. Classification accuracy of Deep Lab V3 ships
is 0.776. DeepLabV3 + has a ship classification accuracy of
0.779, which is higher than DeepLabV3 classification accuracy, and MIOU is the highest. In comparison, DeeplabV3 +
has the best classification effect.
Another key parameter in superficial segmentation is the
superficial segmentation step size S. The selection of the
segmentation step size greatly affects the running speed
and accuracy of the subsequent collaborative segmentation
change detection algorithm. If the step size is set too small,
it can be maintained. Change detection accuracy, but cannot
improve the speed of the algorithm, if the step size is set too
large, it will increase the speed while reducing the accuracy
106090

FIGURE 6. Experimental results of remote sensing images.

of the result. From the perspective of the accuracy of the
detection results, the detection effect and the running time,
when the superimposed analysis condition is 4, that is, the
patches are merged according to the segmentation attributes
of the latter phase, and the superficies of the later phase are
divided into the bottom The change detection result obtained
by superimposing the graphs is the best. Whether it is accurate, algorithm running time or the effect of the test results
is the best of the four. The reasons for the best results of
the analysis obtained by analyzing this superposition condition are as follows: Most of the changing features of the
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FIGURE 7. Change detection accuracy under different methods of Bern
data.

FIGURE 8. San Francisco data change detection accuracy under different
methods.

two phases are increasing rather than decreasing. The contours of the changing features can be clearly detected in the
image of the latter phase By the way, the changing features in
the previous phase image have not yet produced an inaccurate
detection of its outline and position, so the detection results
of using the latter phase as the base map are more accurate.

that these methods have poor ability to overcome speckle
noise in SAR images. The visual effects of SGK and SGSAE
are better, which shows that saliency detection can reduce
the effect of speckle noise. However, in the results of SGK,
the existence of isolated pixels has not been well dealt with.
Therefore, SGSAE has a good effect on the detection of
changes in synthetic aperture radar images.
Finally, a comprehensive analysis of the results of the
high scores No. 1 image and Landsat image, the running
time and accuracy show that the different segmentation steps
make the running speed of the two spatial resolution types of
images increase to the same extent. Among them, the detection results of high-score images are good, which basically
guarantees the accuracy of the changing patches, while the
accuracy of Landsat image detection results is very low, and
the accuracy of the patches is difficult to maintain. Therefore,
when the segmentation steps of the two spatial resolution
images are the same, the high-resolution images are more
adaptable to super pixel segmentation, and the low- and
medium-resolution images contain much feature information
in one pixel before the segmentation. For high-resolution
images, super pixels are used to simplify the image information on this basis, which will cause the loss of feature
information and reduce the accuracy of the change detection
results.
Overall, the accuracy and visual effects of TSSAE and
the adaptive algorithm are not much different. Therefore,
the adaptive algorithm is more suitable for this project.
In order to further prove the effectiveness of the adaptive
algorithm in the detection of island and reef changes, this
paper uses X, Y, Z three islands and reefs for experiments,
the detection accuracy is shown in Figure 9. Among them,
X island reef, Y island reef, Z island reef adopts adaptive
algorithm to detect the average precision of change, the
accuracy rate reaches 0.9733, Kappa is 0.8090, the overall
accuracy performance is better. The experiment proves that
the adaptive algorithm has good performance in the change
detection of high-resolution remote sensing images in the

B. DATA EXPERIMENTAL ANALYSES

In order to prove the effectiveness of the algorithm in this
paper, Bern data is used for experiments. The statistical
results are shown in Figure 7. In this paper, the SGSAE
method obtains the best accuracy in SAR image change
detection. The overall error pixels are less than other models. The OE is increased to 268, and the PCC and Kappa
coefficients are better than other methods. Therefore, the
SGSAE algorithm has the best performance in detecting
changes in Bern data. Since the change occurs in an almost
continuous area, the speckle noise in the image is not serious,
and the result has been far fewer isolated pixels. Comparing
the change detection result map and the ground truth map,
the SGSAE method has better visual effects, which is consistent with the results in Table 3 In addition, change detection
results of SGK and SGSAE have less speckle noise than the
other three methods, and the visual effect is better, indicating
that saliency detection helps to improve the performance of
change detection.
The detection accuracy of the SGSAE method is higher
than other methods, the PCC and Kappa coefficients are
significantly higher than other methods, and the overall error
pixels are less than other methods. Results of FCM-SCAE
and SGK are slightly worse than the SGSAE method. In addition, compared with other methods, results of FCM-ELM and
FCM-SAE are worse. The change detection chart is shown
in Figure 8. Based on the visual results, we observe that
SGSAE perform better than other methods, and it can produce
better local consistency and fewer isolated pixels, and the
detail retention effect is better. There are many error pixels in
the change graphs of FCM-ELM and FCM-SAE, indicating
VOLUME 8, 2020
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the ability to improve the detection accuracy of SAR image
changes.

C. COMPARATIVE ANALYSES OF THE EXPERIMENTAL
RESULTS OF THE IMPROVED ALGORITHM

FIGURE 9. X, Y, Z islands and reefs adopt adaptive method to change
detection accuracy.

island and reef area, can detect the change area very well, and
has good visual effect, which meets the project requirements.
In order to verify the performance of the proposed SGSAE,
Hong his data was also used in the experiment. Accuracy of
the proposed SGSAE method and SGK method is significantly higher than the other three methods, OE is significantly
less than other methods, PCC increased by more than 4%,
and kappa increased by more than 13%. The FCM-ELM,
FCM-SAE and FCM-SCAE methods have low accuracy and
poor detection results. The visual effects of SGSAE and SGK
methods are better. FCM-ELM, FCM-SAE and FCM-SCAE
are noisier and the visual effects are poor. This is because the
speckle noise in the original image is very strong, and the
above method is seriously interfered by noise. The SGSAE
and SGK methods both use saliency detection methods,
which can well reduce the interference of coherent speckle
noise. The result of SGK is worse than that of SGSAE.
It can be seen that the sparse autoloader can detect the
characteristics of the changing area very well, strengthen the
distinction between changing pixels and non-changing pixels,
and improve the detection accuracy. In addition, SGSAE has
fewer false positive pixels than SGK because sparse autonomy has better classification capabilities than K-means clustering. Therefore, SGSAE can obtain better change detection
results on Hong he data.
In this experiment, Shimen Dam was used to compare
the detection results of the five algorithms. SGSAE has the
highest accuracy of Shihmen dam data. SGSAE’s kappa is
improved by more than 0.04. The PCC is the highest, and the
total number of false detections is the smallest. In addition,
results of FCM-SAE and SGK are poor. The change detection
chart of each method is shown in Figure 9. SGSAE has
the best visual effect, with fewer isolated pixels and more
error pixels in the other four methods. The results show that
FCM-ELM, FCM-SAE and FCM-SCAE have poor ability
to overcome speckle noise in SAR images, and SGK cannot
effectively deal with isolated pixels, so the SGSAE detection
result is the best. In summary, the proposed SGSAE has
106092

In order to verify the effectiveness and practicability of the
adaptive parameter estimation algorithm proposed in this
paper, multiple sets of experiments with PCA, UDP, LPP,
SPP, SUDP and other algorithms have been conducted on
FERET, AR60, PIE, and LFW data sets. The experiment is
divided into three steps: image preprocessing, running an
algorithm for dimensionality reduction, and using a classifier
to complete the classification task. In the process of image
preprocessing, the pictures in each data set are cropped to
the corresponding size, and then processed into a gray scale
image, and finally the pixels in the picture are processed into
a vector by row, and the vectors are sequentially arranged
into a data matrix. In the process of dimensionality reduction,
the data set is first divided into a training set and a test
set, then the algorithm is run on the training set to obtain a
projection matrix, and finally the test set is also reduced to the
same dimension through the obtained projection matrix. For
UDP and LPP algorithms, first find the most suitable number
of neighbors, and then reduce the training set to different
dimensions; for PCA, SPP and the algorithm proposed in this
chapter, directly reduce the dimension, and also reduce the
training set to different dimensions. In the classification task,
all algorithms finally use the nearest neighbor classifier to
complete the classification task and obtain the corresponding
classification accuracy. The experimental results are shown
in Figure 10.
The experimental results on the four data sets of FERET,
AR60, PIE, and LFW show that the adaptive parameter estimation algorithm proposed in this paper has the best effect
on the three experimental sets, especially on the AR60 data
set, which is better The recognition rate increased by 12 percentage points. In addition, the recognition rate on the PIE
dataset is also less than 1 percentage point compared to
the highest LPP algorithm. Experimental results prove the
effectiveness of the algorithm. The other five algorithms
compared with the adaptive parameter estimation algorithm
proposed in this paper are all unsupervised algorithms. These
algorithms do not use the category information of the samples. Therefore, in the classification task, the performance of
these five algorithms is worse than that of adaptive parameter
estimation. The adaptive parameter estimation algorithm is
a supervised extension of SUDP. The advantages of SUDP
such as sparsity and locality are also inherited in the adaptive parameter estimation algorithm. In addition, since the
adaptive parameter estimation is to sparsely represent the
samples of the same kind, in the process of solving the sparse
representation, the number of participating samples is small,
which improves the efficiency of the sparse reconstruction
of the adaptive parameter estimation algorithm. Although no
specific experiments have been done to prove it, from the
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FIGURE 10. The recognition rate of each algorithm on each data set.

FIGURE 11. Comparison of adaptive parameter estimation and SUDP.

intuitive experience during the experiment, the running speed
of the adaptive parameter estimation is higher.
In order to comprehensively measure the experimental
results and increase the reliability of the experimental results,
the five methods of FCM-ELM, FCM-SAE and FCM-SCAE,
SGK and SGSAE were used to count the FN, FP, OE,
PCC and Kappa of 4 SAR image data. It can be seen from
Figure 10 that SGSAE have the smallest false detection rate,
the best accuracy and Kappa coefficient performance, and has
excellent SAR remote sensing image change detection performance. It has been verified that the salient region detection in
this method can extract potential change regions and remove
background pixels, which can weaken the effect of speckle.
The HFCM model can select more reliable samples as the
training set, making the proposed method an unsupervised
method. In addition, the sparse autoloader has the ability
to obtain the features of two original SAR images and the
difference image. Experiments show that performance of the
proposed SGSAE is better than other related change detection
methods.
It can be seen from Figure 11 that the recognition rate
of the adaptive parameter estimation algorithm on FERET,
ORL, AR60, Yale and other four data sets is higher than
VOLUME 8, 2020

that of SUDP, especially on the AR60 data set, the adaptive
parameter estimation algorithm is better than adaptive The
effect of the parameter estimation algorithm is 10 percentage
points higher. Although the recognition rate of the adaptive
parameter estimates is lower than that of SUDP on the AR
and PIE data sets, it does not exceed 2 percentage points.
These experimental results can prove that the recognition rate
of the adaptive parameter estimation is improved compared
with SUDP.
From the perspective of the accuracy of the detection
results, the detection effect and the running time, when the
superimposed analysis condition is 4, that is, the patches are
merged according to the segmentation attributes of the latter
phase, and the super pixels of the later phase are divided into
the bottom The change detection result obtained by superimposing the graphs is the best. Whether it is accurate, algorithm
running time or the effect of the test results is the best of the
four. The reasons for the best results of the analysis obtained
by analyzing this superposition condition are as follows: Most
of the changing features in the two phases are increasing
rather than decreasing. The contours of the changing features
can be clearly detected in the image of the latter phase By the
way, the changing features in the previous phase image have
not yet produced an inaccurate detection of its contour and
position, so the detection results using the latter phase as the
base map are more accurate.
The overall recognition rate of adaptive parameter estimation has been improved because of adding the category
information of the sample. The advantage of this is that it can
more accurately reflect the geometric relationship between
the sample points during sparse reconstruction. Note that
on the AR60 dataset, the recognition rate of the adaptive
parameter estimation has been greatly improved compared
to SUDP.
It can be speculated that the influence of pseudo-neighbor
points on this data set may be relatively large. The
pseudo-neighbor point has a greater impact on the SUDP
algorithm, which makes the SUDP algorithm interfere with
sparse reconstruction, and assigns a larger weight to the
non-homogeneous neighbor points, resulting in the reconstruction of the sparse matrix cannot be well reflected
The geometric relationship between samples. However,
in adaptive parameter estimation, sparse reconstruction only
occurs between similar samples, limiting the effect of
pseudo-nearest neighbors, and in the process of solving the
objective function, there are minimum and maximum constraints within the class, these Factors have led to this result.
Note that the accuracy of the adaptive parameter estimation
algorithm on the PIE data set is not much improved compared
to the SUDP algorithm. The reason may be that the PIE
data set has obvious characteristics. On this data set, both
algorithms can complete the dimensionality reduction task
well, and get a good recognition rate through the classifier.
Therefore, the label information used in the adaptive parameter estimation algorithm. And global constraints do not bring
great advantages to the PIE data set.
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FIGURE 12. Classification graphs of remote sensing graphics with different algorithms.

FIGURE 13. Comparison of adaptive parameter estimation and SUDP.

As showed in Figure 12, it is the classification
map of remote sensing graphics of different algorithms.
Figure 12 (A), Figure 12 (B), and Figure 12 (C) are the classification results of FC-Dense Net model, DeeplabV3 model,
and Deep Lab V3 + model. In FC-Dense Net classification
results, in Figure 12 (A), there is a phenomenon that the
background is mistakenly classified as vegetation or vegetation. In the classification results of Deep Lab V3, the roads
in Figure 12 (B) are coherent. In the classification results of
DeeplabV3 +, a small part of the road in Figure 12(C) was
mistakenly classified as background.
In order to verify the accuracy of the segmentation results,
this paper uses a confusion matrix to check the accuracy in
e Cognition software. This paper selects a certain amount of
changing and non-changing samples in the experimental area,
and evaluates the accuracy of the test results by calculating the
error matrix and Kappa coefficient. Figure 13 is a comparison
of the overall accuracy, Kappa coefficient, and running time
of the six change detection results.
The calculation time is closely related to the superficial
step size, and the shortest can reach no more than 4 hours.
The change detection running time of the two different spatial
106094

resolution images is reduced with the increase of the step
size, and the degree of reduction is almost the same, from
more than one day to about 3.5 hours. It can be seen that the
size of the superficial segmentation step is the running time
has nothing to do with the spatial resolution of the image.
Secondly, the accuracy of the results of the two resolution
images decreases with the increase of the superficial step size.
Accuracy of the GAO fen was reduced from 0.844 to 0.805,
while the accuracy of the Landsat image was reduced from
0.888 to 0.738. The detection accuracy of the changes in both
resolutions is reduced to varying degrees, and it is inevitable
to analyze this situation theoretically. Because the definition
of superficial is to simplify the information in the image to
improve the efficiency of image processing, the accuracy of
the results using superficial segmentation should be lower
than the accuracy of non-super pixel segmentation. However,
the accuracy of high-resolution images is lower than that of
low- and medium-resolution images. The overall accuracy
of high-resolution images is reduced by 0.04, while that
of low- and medium-resolution images is reduced by 0.15.
Therefore, the size of the superficial segmentation step has a
great relationship with the spatial resolution of the image in
terms of the accuracy of the result.
IV. CONCLUSION

This paper proposes a SAR remote sensing image change
detection algorithm based on an autoloader with adaptive
parameter estimation. Generally speaking, the change is in
the initial differential image has good local consistency and
global prominence. In order to mitigate the influence of
coherent speckle noise on the detection results, the significant change area can be detected by using significant area
detection and thresholds to extract changes Area, exclude
the interference of noise outside the area. Hierarchical FCM
clustering is used to automatically generate training samples to improve the reliability of the samples. In order to
increase the distinction between the change area and the
non-change area, and better extract the change information,
the deep neural network of the sparse autoloader is used to
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generate a more complete and detailed change detection map
to improve the accuracy of change detection. Experimental
results show that the algorithm has good ability to suppress
coherent speckle noise, and can well the noise removal and
retain the details of changes, extract the change are more
finely and accurately, and is more suitable for SAR image
change detection. Histogram matching method is used for
color balance to eliminate the influence of color difference
of images in different time phases. Then, for environmental
interference factors such as weather, the target segmentation
algorithm can be used to extract the target area and exclude
the influence of the background. Then, use principal component analysis and k-means clustering to process the difference
map, reduce the isolated pixels, and obtain the change area.
Finally, after the noise filtering, the final difference map is
obtained. Experiments were carried out using 4 sets of image
data of islands and reefs. The experimental results show that
the detection accuracy of the algorithm is high, which can
effectively reduce the interference of the external environment on change detection, especially for the interference
outside the target area such as seawater fluctuations and ships.
It can well extract the change area of the island and reef area.
The research in this article will have a huge impact on the
future.
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