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Spatial Justice

Urban Sustainability



1.  Howdoesjustice underscore sustainability?
2.Why s justice crucial for the governance of the city?
J. ...and is the city a commons?

4. What are alternatives for the “tragedy” of the
commons?

5. What are new roles for Planners and Designersin
this perspective?



Campbell, S. D. (2013). Sustainable

Development and Social Justice: Conflicting
Urgencies and the Search for Common

Ground in Urban and Regional Planning.
Michigan Journal of Sustainability, 1(1), 75-91.
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Transforming the EU’s economy for a sustainable future

Mobilising research and fostering innovation

Zero Pollution

A zero pollution
ambition for a toxic-

free environment
‘ Ecology

Climate amhition

Increasing the EU’s
Climate ambition for
2030 and 2050

Glean energy
Supplying clean,
affordable and 9
secure energy

Preserving and
restoring ecosystems
and biodiversity

Gircular Economy From Farm to Fork
Mobilising industry 0 . A fair, healthy and
for a clean and environmentally
circular economy friendly food system.
Building and renovating Sustamahle mobility
Building and Accelerating the shift

renovation in an
energy and resource
efficient way

to sustainable and
smart mobility

Just
Financing

the Transition

Leave no one

Transition Behind

The EUas a glohal leader

A European Climate Pact



Just
Transition

l.eave no one
Behind




IBRAHIM

| AM THE ONLY ONE WHO
KNOWNS HOW TO PLAY THE
FLUTE. | CAN MAKE THE BEST
USE OF IT.

| HAVE WORKED VERY HARD TO
BUY THIS FLUTE. JUST WHEN |
WISH TO ENJOY IT, YOU WANT TO
TAKE IT AWAY FROM ME.

UTILITARIANISM ECONOMIC EGALITARIANISM LIBERTARIANISM

EQUITY OF OPPORTUNITY/ FAIR
THE EFFECTS OF ACTIONS REDISTRIBUTION MERIT AND HARD WURK

| AM THE POOREST OF US, AND |
DON'T HAVE ANY TOYS. THE
FLUTE WILL MAKE ME HAPPIER.

THE BEST OUTCOMEFOR FREEDOM FROM
THE LARGEST NUMBER CIVIL RIGHTS OPPRESSION




"Sustainable development is
development that meets the
needs of the present without
compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their
own needs.”

Our Common Future (1987):The Brundtland Report
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https://youtu.be/3_6cL71L870

"Sustainable development s
development that meets the
eeds of the present without
compromising the ability of
->future generations to meet
their own needs."

World Commission on Environment and Development (1981).




future generations need advocates



“...even a narrow notion of physical
sustainability implies a concern for
social equity between generations, a
concern that must logically be
extended to equity within each
generation’.

Brundtland Report, 1981, p.43



Intergenerationaljustice
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Intragenerational justice




Sustainability is
multidimensional
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Sustainability is multidimensional

Sustainability

SOCIAL



Sustainability is multidimensional

“Long term sustainability can only

exist when its three crucial
dimensions occur simultaneously”

Larsen, 2012




Social Sustainability

The political and
economic structures that
support environmental

sustainability
(and life in our planet).




Social
Sustainability



Justice
underscores
social sustainability



Moral imperative:
“Leave noone

behind”



Acceptability
Support
Compliance
Suitability
Coordination




The transition
IS urgent,
butis it fair?



Can you think of
examples of
transitions in the past?
Were they fair?



John Rawls (2005)
TRUTH concerns validation
whereas
JUSTICE determines acceptability



Both JUSTICE and TRUTH

contribute to the formation of a
democratic public sphere.



L

Greta Thunberg @ @GretaThu... -19m
Science and democracy are strongly
Interlinked - as they are both built on
freedom of speech, independence, facts
and transparency.

If you don't respect democracy then you
probably won't respect science. And if you
don’t respect science then you probably
won't respect democracy.

Q) 437 112,514 @ o938 W




Spatial
Justice?




The “tragedy” of
The Commons
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ADAM SMITH'S INVISIBLE HAND



The ‘unseen forces’ that
move the free market
economy:

Through Rational
individual self-interest, the

bestinterest of society,as a
whole, is fulfilled.



https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/freemarket.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/freemarket.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/freemarket.asp

ADAM SMITH'S INVISIBLE HAND

“..HE INTENDS ONLY HIS OWN GAIN, AND
HE IS IN THIS, AS IN MANY OTHER CASES,
LED BY AN INVISIBLE HAND TO PROMOTE

AN END WHICH WAS NO PART OF HIS
INTENTION ...

...BY PURSUING HIS OWN INTERESTS, HE
FREXUEN'TLY PROMOTES THAT OF THE
SOCIETY MORE EFFECTUALLY THAN WHEN
HE REALLY INTENDS TO PROMOTE IT.”

AN INQUIRY INTO THE NATURE AND
CAUSES OF THE WEALTH OF
NATIONS,1776.



Rational choice theory



Neoclassical economics



The Tragedy of the
Commons
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BIG INCENTIVE for the farmers to

put more cows to graze in the field

LITTLE INCENTIVE for them to

control the number of cows






The boundaries of
sustainability of the field
have been exceeded and

no resources will be

available for future
generations.




Unfair for future
generations.

Unfair for the vulnerable
people in THIS generation.






This is the “tragedy” of the
COMmMONS:

In a world where everyone is
seeking their own self interest,
it left unregulated, common
resources are destined to
exhaustion.



But is this
true?




Does rational
choice theory
always apply?



&) Jason Hickel @ @jasonhickel-1d

Imagine what economic theory would look like if
the basic unit of behavioral modelling wasn't an

abstract, bourgeois male individual but a
mother.

HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/JASONRICKEL/STATUS/1326455726130055425



Intra Inter
generationa J— generational

justice , (e justice

ustainability studies start to conceptualise our
planet as a big commons

PHOTO BY NASA 4 JAN 2012 HTTPS://WWW.FLICKR.COM/PHOTOS/GSFC/6760135001/ ATTRIBUTION 2.0 GENERIC (CC BY 2.0)



https://www.flickr.com/photos/gsfc/6760135001/

11 Henk Ovink Retweeted

'je«'\f

Amina J Mohammed & @AminaJ... - 1d

By 2050, it's projected that 9 billion people
will be sharing a finite resource — water.

To #ValueWater, we need to understand
that climate change, pollution and growing
demand for water are adding up to
scarcity.

Time to value water now!




No agreement

The life boat hypothesis
The boat hypothesis
The Titanic hypothesis

PHOTO BY NASA 4 JAN 2012 HTTPS://WWW.FLICKR.COM/PHOTOS/GSFC/6760135001/ ATTRIBUTION 2.0 GENERIC (CC BY 2.0)



https://www.flickr.com/photos/gsfc/6760135001/

The life boat hypothesis



An example of the life boat mentality
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https:/youtu.be/jP55meWILt4



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jP55meWlLt4
https://youtu.be/jP55meWlLt4

Cumulative CO, Emissions 1850-2011 (% of World Total)

HTTPS://WWW.CLIMATEINTERACTIVE.ORG/ANALYSIS/US-ROLE-IN-PARIS/

http://bit.ly/11SMpjA

" United States
® European Union (28)
® China
“ Russian Federation
= Japan
“India
Canada
Mexico
® Brazil
® Indonesia

Rest of the World
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But if we are in the same boat...

how are we going to divide the

resources of this boat
among us?

ECONOMIC
UTILITARIANISM EGALITARIANISM LIBERTARIANISM




My own (humorous)
take on the boat
hypothesis
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The Titanic hypothesis

HTTPS://COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG/WIKI/FILE:TITANIC_CUTAWAY_DIAGRAM.PNG#FILELINKS



'The Doughnut Economy

Philippines

v EU-28

Blue water

Blue water

ED - Education

LS - Life Satisfaction
LE - Healthy Life Expect.

SS - Social Support
NU - Nutrition DQ - Democratic Quality
SA - Sanitation EQ - Equality
IN - Income

EM - Employment

EN - Access to Energy

BY OXFORD ECONOMIST KATE RAWORTH IN THE OXFAM PAPER A SAFE AND JUST SPACE FOR HUMANITY AND ELABORATED UPON IN

HER BOOK DOUGHNUT ECONOMICS: SEVEN WAYS TO THINK LIKE A 21ST-CENTURY ECONOMIST.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Oxford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kate_Raworth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxfam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doughnut_Economics:_Seven_Ways_to_Think_Like_a_21st-Century_Economist

Share of the population living in extreme poverty, by world region

OurE/)VorId
in Data
Extreme poverty is defined as living with per capita household consumption below 1.90 international dollars per day

(in 2011 PPP prices). International dollars are adjusted for inflation and for price differences across countries.

60%

50%
40% —— Sub-Saharan Africa
30% \
20%
A - . -
10% — Wo!’ld | |
Latin America and the Caribbean
\ " j East Asia and Pacific
0% ———— B Middle East and North Africa
0
1987 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2013

Source: Share of the population living in extreme poverty by world region - PovcalNet World Bank

Note: Consumption per capita is the preferred welfare indicator for the World Bank’s analysis of global poverty. However, for about 25% of the
countries, estimates correspond to income, rather than consumption.

OurWorldInData.org/extreme-poverty/ « CC BY-SA



Spatial Justice



Distribution (of resources in
Space):

How (and by whom) it is decided:



Summary of issues of spatial justice in the commons

Regulation
Property
Role of the State
Individual Rights X Collective Rights
Planning (Spatial Planning)
Power Asymmetry/ Information

asymmetry



Canwe
conceptualise the
cityasa
commons/?
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great mdw‘ﬂual utility x
“Shared negative eﬁternahtles

HTTPS://BEST-WALLPAPER NET/STREET-CAR-TRAFFIC-JAM_WALLPAPERS.HTML




Here are 200 people in 177 cars

s e




in33 cars

50 people

50 people onahus

50 cydli

50 pedest




https:/voutu.be/06ljtbgdn\NM



https://youtu.be/06IjfbqdnNM

But cities usually do not
collapse because of mindless
competition for resources.
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Why not?



Elinor Patsy Judith
Ostrom Healey Innes



Elinor Ostrom
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WAYNE QUILLIAM PHOTOGRAPHY / YOTHU YINDI FOUNDATION. YOLNGU PEOPLE PREPARING FOR TRADITIONAL CEREMONIES AT THE 2011
GARMA FESTIVAL IN ARNHEM LAND.




Symmetric
communication
Subsidiarity

Polycentric governance

WATCH ME SPEAK HERE: HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/NS8CXGBSQHCA?T=330

SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.NOBELPRIZE.ORG/PRIZES/ECONOMIC-SCIENCES/2003/0STROM/BIOGRAPHICAL/



Communicative
planning
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FOR HOW COMMUNICATIVE RATIONALITY INFLUENCES PLANNING AND DESIGN PLEASE SEE PATSY HEALEY
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“He [Habermas] shows us that we are not
autonomous subjects competitively pursuing
our individual preferences, but that our sense
of ourselves and of our interests is constituted

through our relations with others, through
communicative practices.

Our ideas about ourselves, our interests, and
our values are socially constructed through
our communication with others and the
collaborative work this involves.

If our consciousness is dialogically
constructed, surely, we are deeply skilled in
communicative practices for listening,

learning, and understanding each other.”
(Healey, 1996, p.219)




Emphasis on the
participation of all
members of a community,
including those whose

voices are silent or whose
knowledge is considered
unimportant




“Reconstructing the
meaning of a democratic
practice” based on more

practices of “inclusionary
argumentation’.
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€« DIAD”

Diversity of Interests: the full inclusion of
participants who have a stake in the problem

Interdependence of Interests: a recognition
by the participants that they must depend on
cach other to meet their interests

Authentic Dialogue: the engagement of all

participants in face-to-face conversations.

WATCH ME SPEAK HERE: HT'TPS:/WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=UKEWHQKMIJUS

SOURCE: HTTPS://SENATE.UNIVERSITYOFCALIFORNIA.EDU/IN-MEMORIAM/FILES/JUDITH-INNES.HTML




Rational Collective
choice €) public
theory rationality




|.adder of citizen participation

Arnstein (1969)
Degrees of
citizen power
Placation
Consultation Degreqs of
Tokenism

Information

Therapy
Manipulation No power




‘Right to the City’

Henri Lefebvre, Le droit a la ville, 1968

The right to shape your living
environment to your needs and desires,
The right to participate in the governance

of the city.


https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henri_Lefebvre
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/1968

What can we conclude from the

justice of the commons?



Cities are spaces of simultaneous

COMPETITION...

and lots and lots and lots of COOPERATION



Can the city be
conceptualised as a
commons in the classic sense

of common property?



We can conceptualise the city as a commons if
understood as the product of common work, shared
by all who contribute to build and maintainit:

A “COLLECTIVE endeavour”
as conceptualised by Henri Lefebvre.
and we can all draw from the resources it provides us

(proximity, density, synergy, opportunity)



WHO does the city

belong to?



If a person cannot afford
housing, do they have the
right to live in the city?



Recommendations

- Citizen empowerment + participation

- Make coalitions & Seek consensus through
communicative participatory processes

- Listen to the most silent stakeholders: future

generations, the planet, the vulnerable
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Examples of citizen empowerment 7
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PARTICIPATORY BUDGET

|H H“

OU SI’IEN

ITY'S MONEY?

COME TELL US HOW: i
Monday, Oct 24, 2011

srticipat

| Tabernacle of Praise (%
al project 1274 Utica Avenlle s

(betwn Ave D and Foster)

BY DANIEL LATORRE - HTTPS://WWW.FLICKR. CUMIPHUTUSINEUTINTI6267976938 CC BY 2.0, HTTPS: IICUMMUNS WIKIMEDIA.ORG/W/INDEX PHP?CURID=62853174
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Examples of citizen empowerment
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_Citizens” Conventi on for the Chmate 4

L HEXY 7
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Examples of citizen empowerment
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Citizens’ convention for the climate

Q@ﬂventlon
Citoyenne

pour le

"& l HTTPS //WWWCUNVENT|UNC|TOYENNEPUU|$LECL|MATF EN/

o HTTPS: IIEURUPEANCLIMATE ORG/A-TALE-OF-TWO-CITIZENS- ASSEMBLIESI
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Examples of citizen empowerment .
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Examples of citizen empowerment

Favela Paraisopolis came together to fight covid-19




LESSONS LEARNED

- (RE) Create a public sphere

-Solve conflicts

- Balance the powers in governance processes
- Increase accessibility to Public goods

- Potential for socio-spatial JUSTICE



Amartya Sen
Nobel laureate
Economist
Philosopher

Public
reasoning/
Public

justification

VON ELKE WETZIG (ELYA), CC BY-SA 3.0, HTTPS.//COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG/W/INDEX.PHP?CURID=3157355




Government by
discussion

VON ELKE WETZIG (ELYA), CC BY-SA 3.0, HTTPS://COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG/W/INDEX.PHP?CURID=3157335




New roles for planners and
designers
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THANKS FOR LISTENING

Questions?

You can also write to r.c.rocco@tudelft.nl


mailto:r.c.rocco@tudelft.nl

